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“How Public
Schools Fail
Black Boys”
Part I: The
Achievement Gap
Dr. Augustus Corbett

BY ATTORNEY
AUGUSTUS CORBITT
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

Amazingly, fifty years
after the U. S. Supreme Court
ruled in Brown v. Board of
Education that the “separate
but equal” doctrine was
unconstitutional and ordered
public schools to desegregate
with “all deliberate speed,”
black children, and especially
black boys, still are not getting
ah equal education.
Black
males are over-represented in
school suspensions, expul
sions, classes for mentally
retarded, and aS dropouts, but
they are grossly underrepre
sented in gifted and talented
classes and college enroll
ment.
Most troubling is the wide
gap that exists between the
reading, science, and mathe
matics test scores of black
students and those of their
white counterparts. Educators
call it the “achievement gap.”
The achievement gap indicates
that
African
American
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children are not receiving the
same high-quality education
that white and Asian children
are receiving in public
schools. The disparity has
many negative ramifications:
for example, it affects African
American students’ ability to
compete with white and Asian
students for college admission
and for jobs. The achievement
gap exists at every level of
public education and in every
state. It is so serious that Dr.
Rod
Paige,
the
former
secretary of education, reports
that most black high school
students are four grade levels
behind their white counter
parts.
Researchers, activists and
educators proffer different
theories
to
explain the
achievement . gap.
Many
educators tend to blame
everyone but themselves for
the gap. They argue that lazy
students, uninvolved black
parents, poverty, dysfunctional
families, violent communities,
and other such factors cause it.
Some activists, on the
other hand, tend to hold
everyone responsible for the
gap except students and their
parents. They blame racism,
stereotypes, low teacher
expectations, and unequal
funding, to name just a few
causes.
Some scholars and
researchers offer absurd
theories to, explain the
achievement gap. Most
notable are those who argue

GAP

Civil Rights Leaders
See 2008 As Year Of
Movement 'Beyond
Freedom' To Equality

Rev. Al Sharpton

Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr.
BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
NNPA EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
WASHINGTON,
D.C.
(NNPA) - Leaving what could be
described as the most intense year
for civil rights activism since
before the death of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. nearly 40 years
ago, civil rights leaders vowed this
week to move into 2008 with the

vigor to go beyond the freedoms
gained in the l960’s to the equality
that is yet to be achieved.
“On Dr. King’s birthday 40
years ago, he spoke on the triple
evils of racism, capitalism and mil
itarism,” the Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr.
told the NNPA News Service this
week. “And today it’s still racism,
capitalism without checks and
balances and militarism that’s

eathjg up our budget and still
undermining our ability to grow.
Those triple evils remain real.”
He continues, “We’ve got
freedom in public accommoda
tions and the right to vote. The
issue now is to go beyond freedom
to the fight for equality, equal
access and equal protection, equal
access to health care, equal access
to education, equal access to

continued on pg.A5
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capital, equal access to industry
and technology.”
Jackson, who last month in
New York led a protest against sub
prime lending that has resulted in a
mortgage
crisis,
says
his
RAINBOW/Push Coalition will
start 2008 with a Wall Street

2008
continued on pg.B3

Bush Pressured To Sign Divestment Bill
BY JAMES WRIGHT
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
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WASHINGTON, D..C. (NNPA) Congress, the rest of the nation,
and even the world, are waiting to
see if President George W. Bush
will sign into law a bill that would
make it easier for state and local
governments to divest their funds
from Sudan. Speculation is that
Bush doesn’t want to sign the legis
lation, but may bow to pressure a
wide range of forces - civil rights
leaders, entertainment celebrities,
political leaders - to sign the bill
that proponents say would help
pressure the Sudanese government
to stop the genocide taking place in
the Darfur region of the country.
The bill allows states and
localities to adopt measures for
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BY CATHY
HUGHES
NNPA GUEST
COMMENTARY

When I was growing
up in Omaha, Nebraska, I never
thought someone like me could
matter in politics. I didn’t have the
money I am blessed with now, or the
important connections. What I had,
was the love of people around me,
friends, teachers, my extended
family, and mentors who taught me
how the world really works; that
alone, each of us can do so little, but
together we can do so much.
Recently, in Des Moines, Iowa,
more than 3,600 regular people from
across the United States stood with
me as I moderated the Heartland
Presidential Forum, in which
everyday people shared their
struggles and their values with the
presidential candidates. It was the
largest grassroots-organized non
partisan event of this election, and
the same community of organiza
tions I spent the early years of my
career working with before going
into radio. Never, before had so
many regular folks voiced their
concerns and hopes to presidential

candidates. And never before had
their message been so clear.
Malik Whitaker talked about racial
profiling with Senator Edwards,
Patricia Divine Wilder from
Washington State told Senator
Clinton about how the lack of
universal healthcare not only
destroyed her family, but families
everywhere. Tam Tran told Senator
Dodd about her struggles as an
undocumented student and her
dream that all immigrants have a
path to citizenship.
All of these brave people and
more told their stories and shared the
most pressing concerns of their
communities in front of millions of
viewers and directly to Senators
Edwards, Clinton and Dodd, along
with Senator Barack Obama, and
Representative Dennis Kucinich. It
was a rare and amazing moment of
true democracy, real people had the
stage with the politicians who were
vying to represent them.
Organized by the Center for
Community Change and Iowa
Citizens
for
Community
Improvement, the Heartland
Presidential Forum was set up to
avoid the political spin that has frus
trated voters, and cut to the heart of

the issues.
From an Iowan farmer who
spoke of the harm to factory farms,
to the woman from Cleveland who
spoke of the decimation of her
community due to predatory
lending, to young, beautiful lO-year-v
old Alexsiana whose mother told of
her struggle to keep the insurance
coverage she needs to treat
Alexsiana’s rare eye disease that
could cause her to go blind. Though
from different places, of different
ages, religions, and ethnicities, these
brave people shared a basic belief in
the right of us all participating in the
democratic process. Further, they
shared a very basic belief that, not
only are their fates linked, but in
fact, their survival and success
depends upon that connection. The
Heartland Forum was a reminder to
all of us that the election is about our
communities and what is important
to US.
It reminded me of the sit-ins that
I participated in 30 years ago and
how much power communities have
when they work together. It
reminded me that democracy is
about the people, not polls or
pundits. It reminded me of what I
said from the stage to the thousands

gathered in downtown Des Moines
with the roads covered in ice and
snow—that when unified we can
change die direction of America.
What was created on that stage
was a thing of beauty. Strangers
coming together to support and
encourage each other to make their
lives and communities better. I am
hopeful that we can use it as a model
for the rest of the country, that by
coming together we can successful
ly take on the most challenging
issues facing us all. For too long,
politicians and the media have told
us we’re on our own, that we have to
pull ourselves up by our own boot
straps, that the world is a fierce and
competitive place. But successful
people who grew up relying on the
community around us know better.
We know that we need each dther if
we are to do better as individuals, as
communities, as a nation. Growing
up, I was filled with the promise that
tomorrow could always be better
than today. That same promise
infuses every community across our
country. Let this be an election of the
people. Let this be an election of
democracy. Let this be an election of
communities. Let this be an election
of people, by the people.

The Great Debaters - A Message In The Movie
BY JAMES
CL1NGMAN
NNPA COLUMNIST

Blackonomics
Having seen one of
the best movies I have ever seen,
namely, “The Great Debaters,” and
having read a piece in the Wall Street
Journal by Abigail and Stephan
Themstrom, titled, “Separation
Anxiety,” I thought of the ironies of
so-called HBCU’s (Historic Black
College University) and the issues
they face today. I thought about the
students
these
schools
have
graduated and the professionals they
have produced. I thought about the
l3th, l4th and 15th Amendments to
the Constitution and how they were
expressly written for black people,
but have over the years evolved into
laws that some believe, and others
profess, to have been written for
“minorities.” I also thought about the
trick-bag we have found ourselves in
because many of us have all but
given up on the very educational
institutions that did more than any
other to elevate black people in this
country.
The school at which James
Farmer studied and Melvin Tolson

taught should be on a very firm foun
dation by now. Morris Brown,
Central
State,
Prairie
View,
Grambling, Barber Scotia, and now
even
the
iconoclastic
Fisk
University, as noted in the article by
the Themstroms, along with several
other HBCU’s, have either closed
their doors or are fighting for their
lives.
The irony of thousands of
graduates, diplomas in hand, many
of whom would not have had the
opportunity to attend college were
those schools not available, now
having turned their backs on their
alma maters by refusing to help them
financially, is a sad commentary.
And now, the greatest of ironies
is the fact that many HBCU’s are
portrayed as segregated institutions
because they want to carry on their
traditional approach to educating
black students. My, how the tables
have turned and how they keep
turning, not to the benefit of black
people, but to the benefit of minori
ties and others.
The movie is not mere history,
so the logical questions that follow
are these: Why are our black colleges
falling by the wayside? Why are so
many of them financially strapped?

Why are so few of their alumni
giving back to their alma maters?
Where are the billion dollar endow
ments for black schools of higher
learning?
Something to ponder, especially
during this time of uncertainty, is the
attack on HBCU’s from without.
Painting them as bastions of segrega
tion and discrimination, and insisting
they be brought down from their
previous lofty position among black
folks, are part of the latest strategy to
turn us into a non-people. Is there
anything black people can and will
have in this country that will not
carry the connotation of separatist
and discriminatory “in reverse?”
I am not suggesting that others
cannot or should not attend HBCU’s.
I think they should, but not to the
degree that the tradition and culture
are lost in bureaucratic red tape and
governmental intervention. Black
schools are our beacons of encour
agement, bastions of pride, and
havens of concern by teachers who
sincerely want each student to be
successful and will do what needs to
be done to make that a reality.
Support HBCU’s with your
money and your intellect. Heaven
knows, we need something we can
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call our own, and we need to
continue the line of Samantha
Booke, Henry Lowe, James Farmer,
and Melvin Tolson, all characters in
The Great Debaters.
Why are we so scared of being
proud of who we are? It seems we
can be intimidated by just about
anything that is promulgated by
outsiders as “divisive” or “separate,”
as in the case of Africa Town in
Detroit. HBCU’s are among the few
traditions blacks have left in this
country; we’d better hold on to them
and stop settling for statues and street
names.
The Themstrom article aptly and
rightly pointed to the'fact that, “In a
free society, many private and public
institutions will have a distinctive
profile. Group clustering is not nec
essarily unhealthy; indeed, it’s an
inescapable feature of a multiethnic
nation. No one worries that there are
“too many” Jews at Yeshiva and
Brandeis, “too many” Catholics at
Notre Dame and Holy Cross, “too
many” Mormons at Brigham Young.
And so it should be with Howard,
Fisk and Mississippi Valley State.
That’s what democratic pluralism
means.” Long live HBCU’s.
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local news
City And Muvico Announce
Free Parking Extension For
Movie Patrons
St. Petersburg - The city of
St. Petersburg and Muvico
Theaters announce that parking
in the city-owned BayWalk
parking garage will continue to
be free for all customers going
to the Muvico 20 Theater
located at BayWalk downtown.
Originally slated to be a
summer and holiday program,
city and Muvico officials have
agreed to extend the program
due to its popularity. The new
program has no expiration date
set at this time and will continue
on an ongoing basis.
The
BayWalk
parking
garage is located at 117 Second

St. North. Parking garage
customers must bring their
parking stub into the theater and
stamp it with one of the valida
tion machines located at the
customer service booth after
they purchase a movie ticket.
Then when exiting the parking
garage, drivers present the
validated ticket to the garage
cashier. With this stamped ticket
there will be no parking charge
for the first four hours and $1
for each additional hour.
Parking fees will Continue
to be handled differently during
downtown special event times.
At
the
garage
entrance,

customers will pay the event
parking rate (usually $5) and at
the box office, the entire
parking cost will be refunded to
the customer after the purchase
of a movie ticket and upon sur
rendering the parking receipt.
For First Night the price will be
$10. However, this fee is also
refundable at the Muvico box
office
by
following
the
described procedure.
The city and Muvico are
partners in . administering the
program. Muvico reimburses
the city for the value of
validated parking.

Learn “The Art Of Nature
Photography” At January
Speaker Series
ST.
PETERSBURG
Photography is an art, and
memorable nature photography
uses the same art elements as a
painting or a sculpture with a
fundamental difference. At
Boyd Hill’s Natural History
Speaker Series on Tuesday,
January 8, nature photographer
Donna Bollenbach will talk
about the unique secrets of
capturing the beauty of the
outdoors in your photography.
Whether for the beginner or
seasoned photographer, Ms.
Bollenbach will present ideas
and images that will inspire you
to find the beauty in nature and

capture the essence of your
subject in your pictures. The
program will be presented at the
Lake Maggiore Environmental
Education
Center,
1101
Country Club Way South in St.
Petersburg. Admission is free.
Ms.
Bollenbach is
a
member of the North American
Nature
Photographer’s
Association and has been pho
tographing nature for more
than ten
years. Ms.
Bollenbach specializes in pho
tographing the flora and fauna
of Florida. She has also written
numerous articles on nature
photography and ecotourism

travel
in
Florida and
is
certified as a Florida Master
Naturalist in the Wetlands
Module.
The Friends of Boyd Hill
Nature Park Natural History
Speaker Series is co-sponsored
by the city of St. Petersburg and
is offered monthly from
September through April on the
second Tuesday of each month.
The series offers unique and
fascinating presentations on
Florida ecology, natural history
and Cbnseivatidn Tty authorities in the field. F&t moreinforma-'
tion, call 727-893-7326.

Social Security Benefits
Increase In 2008
(SPM Wire)
Monthly
Social
Security
and
Supplemental Security Income
benefits for more than 54
million Americans will increase
2.3 percent in 2008, the Social
Security Administration has
announced.
The 2.3 percent Cost-ofLiving Adjustment will begin
with benefits that nearly 50
million Social Security benefi
ciaries receive in January 2008.
Increased payments to more
than
seven
million
Supplemental Security Income
beneficiaries were slated to

begin on December 31, 2007.
Social
Security
and
Supplemental Security Income
benefits increase automatically
each year based on the rise in
the Bureau of Labor Statistics’
Consumer Price Index for
Urban Wage Earners and
Clerical Workers, from the third
quarter of the prior year to the
corresponding period of the
current year.
lihis year’s
increase in the was 2.3 percent.
Some other changes that
take effect in January of each
year are based on the increase in
average wages. Based on that

increase, the maximum amount
of earnings subject to the Social
Security tax (taxable maximum)
will increase to $102,000 from
$97,500.
Of the estimated 164
million workers who will pay
Social Security taxes in 2008,
nearly 12 million will pay
higher taxes as a result of the
increase
in
the
taxable
maximum.
Information
additional
information about Medicare
changes for 2008 go online at
www.cms.hhs.gov.

LAYERED OVER
GARDEN SALAD!!!
.... ........... ....... ' ' jgg

Leagues Of Women Voters
To Hold Forum On
Endangered Children
ST.
PETERSBURG
“Helping the World’s
Endangered Children” is the
topic of a free public discussion
scheduled for Monday, January
7,2008, at 2:00 p.m. at Pinellas
Park Public Library, 7770 52nd
Street North, Pinellas Park, Fl.
The meeting is a project of
the Joint International
Relations Committee of the
League of Women Voters of the
St. Petersburg Area (LWVSPA)
and the League of Women
Voters of North Pinellas
County (LWVNPC).
Discussion will center on
identifying the countries where
children are in danger and what
can be done to help them.
Although most of us are aware
of the malnutrition problem,
there are many other situations
where children are in danger.
Many of the world’s

children are not expected to
live beyond the age of five.
Disease is rampant. Not only is
HTV/AIDS a killer, but also
poor sanitation and lack of
clean drinking water contribute
to the spread of fatal diseases.
There are children who have
been orphaned by war and HTV.
Others have been forced into
working at a young age in jobs
that endanger them. In virtually
all countries, many children are
physically and sexually abused.
Very young children are
often forced into combat in
genocide situations or, if not
killed, injured physically and
emotionally by their situations.
Frequently, there is no
education system to support
learning about health, nutrition,
and other cultures, or about the
basics of reading, writing, and
mathmatics.

Are there solutions? Is gov
ernment aid the answer?
Should it be restricted only tp
countries that the United Stateis
perceives as friendly? Are NonGovernment Organizations
working? What about celebrity
help? Is the help being distrib
uted correctly? How much
does corruption prevent help
getting to those who need it? i
Come and join in the dis
cussion and bring your ideas
about possible solutions.
For more information,
contact Vollie Riskin at 727393-3238 or 727-519-3724 qir
by
email
to
vollie4@verizon.net. For infor
mation on benefits of member
ship in the League of Women
Voters, send your email request
to lwvspa@verizon.net or call
727-896-5197.

Free Family Cooking Class
Series Sizzles In St. Petersburg
Think children would
never eat broccoli pancakes?
Think again and find out how
getting children involved in
cooking can make a difference
in what they are willing to eat.
Get the family cooking
together at a free five-class
series offered in St. Petersburg
by Pinellas County Extension.
The series begins Tuesday, Jan.
8, and continues on the subse
quent Tuesdays of Jan. 15, Jan.
22, Jan. 29 and Feb. 5. Classes
are held at All Children’s

Hospital Education Center at
701 4th St. S. from 6:30 to 8
p.m.
About
those broccoli
pancakes: More than 20 young
sters and their parents whipped
up quite a batch of those delectables at one of the December
classes. The samplings quickly
disappeared as children took
their first bite toward healthier
eating.
It’s been proven that
children are more likely to try
new foods if they play an active

role in choosing and preparing
those foods. During the series,
participants learn interesting
facts about foods, gain skills to
create delicious, quick meals
and expanded their knowledge
to make healthy food choices.
To keep it all in the family, at
least one parent or guardian
and child from each family
must attend. Please remember
that children must be at least 8
years old. Registration is
required by calling (727) 5822122.

It’s Never Too Late
To Get Healthier!
(SPM Wire) A new study
has an important message for
the elderly: It’s not too late to
improve your health through
diet and exercise, even if
you’ve had an unhealthy
lifestyle in the past.
Published in the “American
Journal of Clinical Nutrition,”
the report found that adult aged
65 and older can have signifi
cant health improvements with
simple and realistic lifestyle
changes.
The study found that risk
can be reduced for many
diseases — including obesity,

cancer, cardiovascular disease
and osteoporosis.
“I think this is an extremely
important
and
positive
message. Many elderly people
feel that it is too late for them to
improve their health, but that is
simply not true,” said the
paper’s lead symposium editor,
Dr. Richard S. Rivlin, professor
of medicine at Weill Cornell
Medical College and attending
physician
at
NewYorkPresbyterian/Weill Cornell.
Dr. Rivlin analyzed how
the elderly can ward off risks to
their health late in life by

improving body composition
— lowering fat and boosting
muscle mass.
• Adhering to a low-calorie
and low-fat diet high in vegeta
bles and fruits - combined with
a regular exercise plan -— can
help the elderly stave off the
diseases of aging.
“When measures to combat
chronic disease are started in
one’s 60s and 70s, there are still
definite benefits. But older
adults must realize that there is
no quick fix. They must change
their lifestyles,” said Dr. Rivlin.

NAAMAN JOHNSON
CROWN EUROCARS
Mercedes-Benz
Naaman Johnson, a familiar name in luxury European

LUNCH 6.99 • DINNER 10
400 * 49th St South

automobile circles, has joined Crown representing
Mercedes-Benz. We are thankful to have Naaman on our
staff. Naaman is an outstanding representation of our
company and the customer service principles we believe in.

St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 327-8309
(727) 328-8309

MID PENINSULA SEAFOOD

Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

MARKiT A RESTAURANT

Sunday ... Gone Fishin’

Naaman would like to invite all his friends, clients and
those who would like a Mercedes Benz purchase
experience “unlike any other” to stop by and say hello.

UCROWN
SS’EUROCARS
Just recognized as one of the Mercedes-Benz
“Best of the Best" Retailer Award Winners
for 2002-2004-2006

Direct (727)329-3036
e-mail njohnson@crowncars.com
6001 34th Street N., St. Petersburg

(727)527-5731
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Eta Rho Chapter Pays
Tribute To Special Individuals
For High Attainment
Brother Joseph Chaney-Omega Man Of The Year
BY TOM PACKER
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG -Eta Rho
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity in keeping with its
year-end tradition has recog
nized three individuals whom
the chapter determined made
significant contributions dining
2007. As part of Eta Rho’s
Achievement Week Program the
chapter awards The Citizen of
the Year, The Superior Service
Award and The Omega Man of
the Year to those whom have
made the greatest impact in the
lives
of individuals,
the
community and the fraternity.
This year’s Citizen of the

Year was awarded to. Askia
Muhammad Aquil, executive
director,
St.
Petersburg
Neighborhood
Housing
Services, Inc. Mr. Aquil has
shown great leadership in
securing the necessary services
to benefit the citizens of St.
Petersburg. His management
Style and guidance is
a proven asset to both the agency
and the people being served. Mr.
Aquil is well known and
respected for his advocacy and
support of human rights,
spanning more than four
decades. He continues to lend
his voice for those causes that
uplift the black community.
The Superior Service Award

was presented to Brother Robert
Walker, a member of Eta Rho
that was deemed to be most sup
portive of the Basileus and all
chapter
activities.
Brother
Walker could always be counted
on to be at every chapter
function. He was very active in
the chapter’s three major
fundraisers and because of his
dedication and positive support
his selection was unanimous by
the Brotherhood.
The Omega Man of the
Year, the chapter’s highest
honor, was awarded to Rev.
Brother Joseph Chaney, a 28
year member of the fraternity
that has shown great leadership
while helping to guide Eta Rho

to new heights. Brother Chaney
during his tenure as Chaplain
was very instrumental in devel
oping “Care Givers”, an arm of
the chapter that takes responsi
bility for brothers and their
families during times of need.
Brother Chaney and incoming
Chaplain Min. Brother Watson
Haynes personally contact every
brother that is ill and see that
they receive both spiritual and
monetary support from the
Chapter.
Brother
Chaney’s
personal hallmark is his calm
demeanor and sincerity.
The Achievement Week
Committee Chairman and CoChairman are Brothers Harry
Harvey and Everette Jones.

Septuagenarians
Lead Celebration
OfUSF
St. Petersburg’s Fall
Commencement
ST. PETERSBURG
During the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg’s com
mencement ceremony held on
December.
18,2007
two
students in their 70s accepted
degrees.
Hope Black, 73, received
her Master of LiberalArts in
Florida Studies and Eileen
DeCosmo, 74, received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in
English Literature. They were
two of the 257 graduates.

The 42-year-old campus has
an enrollment of more than
3,500 students and offers 26
undergraduate and 12 graduate
degree programs.
For
more
information
regarding USF St. Petersburg’s
commencement or for contact
information for Hope Black and
Eileen
DeCosmo,
contact
University Relations at (727)
873-4456.

Ring In The New Year By Eating More,
Moffitt Dietitians Recommend
When It Comes To Fruits And Veggies, Less Isn’t The Best For Healthy Nutrition
TAMPA- Have you eaten
more chocolate than you thought
humanly possible? Have you
been munching on leftovers-for
six weeks straight? Are you
sweating as your sweat pants get
tighter by the minute?
You vow to eat healthier in
2008. But how? Start by eating
more! Eating more fruits and veg
etables can help you to eat
healthier and shed those extra
pounds.
j “Fruits and vegetables are full
of vitamins, minerals and fiber,”
said Jeanne Hudson, registered
dietitian at Moffitt Cancer Center.
“Eating foods that contain fiber
will fill you up and contain fewer
calories.”
“Consider that a cup ofwater
melon (46 calories) or strawber
ries (49 calories) contains much
fewer calories than 8 ounces of
apple juice (120 calories). You

......................

will feel more satisfied enjoying
biting into a succulent piece of
fruit than gulping down that fruit
juice,” said Maureen Gardner,
Moffitt registered dietitian.
The Produce for Better
Health Foundation and the
American Institute for Cancer
Research agree that diets rich in
fruits and vegetables may reduce
the risk of:'heaffdiseas^Tfyp^;2
diabetes, high blood pressure and
cancer. “There are naturally
occurring substances in fruits and
vegetables called phytochemicals
that may offer defense against
cancer,” Hudson said.
Here are some tips to help get
you started with healthy eating:
• Strive for at least five
servings of fruits and vegetables
per day. Many organizations
suggest seven to nine servings, so
carry packets of dried fruit or an
apple to snack on.

....... .

""1 1
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• Try increasing the portion
size or number of fruits and veg
etables on your plate and decreas
ing meat portions. One vegetable
serving is a equalivent to half-cup
of cooked or raw vegetables or
one cup ofraw leafy greens. One
fruit serving is equalivent to one
medium piece, a half-cup of
cooked or raw fruit, and a quarter
cup of dried fruit or 6 ounces of
juice* g L s <„ * i
• Bring your lunch to Work at
least three times a week, and
include a single-serve microwav
able vegetable and a piece of fruit.
• Make a fruit salad with
apples, bananas, grapes and
melon. Add a squeeze of citrus
juice to prevent browning. Serve
as a side dish or dessert.
• Eat a variety of fruits and
vegetables.
Choose different
colors, and try a new fruit or
vegetable each week. Look for
1
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Easygoing. Elegant. Energetic. Mary Kay
has just the right scent to express your style.
Call me to experience the wonderful fragrances
designed for all the moments in your life. Ask
about our men’s fragrances too.

Dianne Speights
(727) 866-6621
(727) 403-0144

T-SHIRTS . UNIFORMS . SPORTSWEAR . FAMILY REUNIONS . MEMORIALS

PH: (727)823-2300
/

SCORPIO'S

THE NEW 1590 AM WRXB
SERVING THE COMMUNITIES
FOR OVER 3 DECADES AND
STILL GOING STRONG!
• The best gospel music in Tampa Bay that will lift your"spirits. Tune in daily from 6 a.m. -1 p.m.
• Midday cafe plays today’s R&B and classic soul music from yesterday. 1 pan. - 7 p.m.
• Party blues & oldies, as we walk-you back dewtwiiemory lane listening to your favorite Msic.i7p.ffi -10 p.m.
•The Bedtime mix with Intimate sessions is music that is nice, slow and easy. 10 p.m. -12 p.m,
• The very best jazz for your listening pleasure! Every Sunday from 6 p.tn. - 8 p.m.

For Marketing and Promotions
Contact Donza Drummond
at (727) 821-9947

email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
REQUEST LlNE (727) 864-1600
OFF1CE (727) 327-WRXB (9792)
2060 1 st Avenue North
St. PETERSBURG, FL 33713

~t~.-...........

perfect
scents

Independent Beauty Consultant
www.marykay.com/dspeights

recipes at the grocery stor§.
• Visit aicr.otg to subscribe to
the American Institute for Cancer
Research
e-newsletter
that
delivers healthy recipes to your
inbox weekly.
• Try new items like mache,
jicama, tomatillos, daikon and
passion fruit in the fresh produce
aisle.
• Be a leader! are more likely
to consider trying different fruits
and vegetables by watching or
tasting some of the colorful foods
you bring to the table.
• Slice, marinate and grill
vegetables including zucchini,
yellow squash, asparagus, onions,
eggplant and mushrooms. Baste
with balsamic vinegar while
grilling. They’re delicious!
Here’s to a healthier start to
the new year!

PH: (727)788-7529
\

OBbSHIBI UNIVERSITY
“WE GOT IT 1 »»
CUSTOM WEAR FOR YOUR CUSTOM NEEDS
1550 16TH s~r. s.
-------------------------- EML: SCORPIOS2109@YAHOO.COM
GRAPHICS . SCREEN PRINTING . EMBROIDERY . BANNERS . SIGNS & MORE I

“First
say to
yourself
what
you
would
be;
and
then
do what
you
have
to do.”
~ Epictetus

ipflpl

OF THE WEEK

18-39-12
CASH 3
866

571

249

DOG DAYS
2-8
7-5

4-1
3-2

6-7
5-4
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Courtesy of
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JANUARY-2008

FEBRUARY-2008

Thursday, January 17 - Dr. Martin Luther King High School
Essay Contest. Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18th Ave. S. 7 p.m.
Oratorical presentations. Free. 727-893-7803.

Monday, February 4 - Ebony Fashion Show. Progress Energy
Center for the Arts at Mahaffey Theater, 400 1 st St. S. 8 p.m. A fast
paced fashion show of American and International designers. $30.
www.zuochaptet.com or ‘727-420-2819.

Friday, January 18 - Dr. Martin Luther King Awards Banquet at the
Hilton, 333 1st Street South, 6:30 p.m. Awards banquet and
ceremony. 727-327-0085.
Friday, Jananuary 18 - Ladies Night. Progress Energy Center for
the Arts at Bayview Room, 400 1st St. S. 7:30 p.m. Rick Gee’s
Jazz Jam presents the The Valerie Gillespie Ensemble. $20.
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com,www.mahaffeytheater.com or 121892-5767.
Sunday, January 20 - 23rd Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Drum
Major for Justice National Festival of Bands. Tropicana Field. 6:15
p.m. to midnight. Featuring high school and university marching
bands from across the nation performing famous half time drills
and drumitnes as a special salute and tribute to Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. $10,727-327-0085.
Monday, January 21 - Dr. Martin Luther King Leadership Awards
Breakfast. The Coliseum, 535 4th Ave. N. 7:30 a.m. Join the
National Council of Negro Women for the Leadership Awards
Breakfast with guest speaker Dr. Crystal Kuykendall. $25. To
purchase tickets call 727-896-6556, www.stpete.org/coliseum or
727-892-5202.
Monday, January 21 - 23rd Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Drum
Major for Justice National Parade. 3rd Avenue South and Dr. MLK St.
to Central Ave. to the waterfront. 1:15 to 4 p.m. Free. 727-327-0085.
Monday, January 21 - Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Candlelight Vigil.
St. Petersburg Museum of History, 335 2nd Ave. N.E. 6:30 p:m.
727-327-0085. ,
Sunday, January 27 - Sunshine City Band Concert, Williams Park
bandsheli, 2nd Ave. N. and 4th St. 2 p.m. Sundays through March
16. Free 727-898-1541

Animal Friendly
Vendors Wanted!
GULFPORT - Get Rescued
in ‘ Gulfport seeks animal
friendly vendors for the third
annual Get Rescued in Gulfport
event on March 1, 2008. The
event takes place on Beach
Blvd. S, from noon to 5 p.m.
Animal friendly vendors may
apply now through February 15.
All other vendors may apply
between January 15 and
February 15. Get Rescued in
Gulfport was established in

2005 with the sole purpose of
bringing together registered,
‘non profit’ animal rescue
charities. The City of Gulfport
supports the festival that will
allow
rescue
groups
to
showcase
adoptable
pets,
promote their work and raise
money so their cause may be
continued. For sponsorship or
vendor opportunities, please
call 727-322-5217, or e-mail
gullportevents@gmail.com.

Tuesday, February 5 - Lecture by Robert Bazell, NBC's Chief
Science Correspondent. Progress Energy Center for the Arts at
Mahaffey Theater, 400 1st St. S. 8 p.m. Part of the USF St.
Petersburg Energy and Environment Series. 727-873-4088 or 727892-5767.
Saturday, February 9 - Walking Tour of Downtown St. Petersburg
Historic District. Central Ave. and 2nd St. second Sat. monthly, 10
a.m. to noon. St. Petersburg Preservation Inc. visits historic
buildings and tells the history of St. Petersburg during this walking
tour of the downtown beginning at the Detroit Hotel corner. $5
donation, www.stpetepreservation.org or 727-824-7802.
Saturday and Sunday, February 9 and 10 - Great Engines of the
Past. Pinellas Pioneer Settlement, 2900 31st St. S. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Antique engine demonstrations, tractor pulls, a tractor parade, hay
rides and pld time music. 727-866-6401.
Saturday, February 16 - Get Active Tampa Bay. Vinoy Park,
Bayshore Dr. and 7th Ave. N.E. 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Over 50 sport
activities for families, seniors and teen with music and food. Free.
727-456-3100.
Friday, February 22 - Tampa Bay Symphony presents A
French/Spanish Connection. Progress Energy Center for the Arts
at Mahaffey Theater, 400 1st Street South, 8 p.m. 727-442-3696.

continuedfrom front page

that blacks are innately
inferior to whites and Asians,
or that blacks generally
dislike intellectual competi
tion and therefore punish
rather than celebrate, other
blacks who excel in school.
Author
and
activist
Jawanza Kunjufu, Ph.D.,
makes an argument that many
blacks embrace. He contends
that the achievement gap is
evident of an insidious white
supremacist
conspiracy
against blacks in general and
black boys in particular. He
says that individual and insti
tutional racism are responsi
ble for his plot and that indif

ferent educators uninvolved
black parents, and streets act)
as silent accomplices.
In my view, the achieve-;
ment gap is the result of many
causes, including unwhole-;
some
homes,
ineffective:
’schools, inept and racist
teachers, unsafe neighbor-^
hoods, and unequal funding
for poor schools. The book,
“How Public Schools Fail
Black Boys,” address the
causes. For more information
visit http://www.augustuscorbett.com/book.html.
Next
Week Part II: Wholesome
Homes.

Arts & Crafts
Vendors Wanted
ST. PETERSBURG Vendors are welcomed to sign
up for the Sunsational Arts &
Crafts Show at the Sunshine
Center, 330 Fifth St. N. Pre
registration is required by
Friday, January 18. Items for
sale must be new and
handmade crafted items only. A
10’ x 10’ area will be available
for $25 per vendor and includes

a 6’ table. Extra card tables can
be rented for $5 each. The
show will be held Friday and
Saturday, February 15 & 16
from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. in the
Sunshine Centers Shuffleboard
Ballroom. Vendor set up will be
February 15 at 8 a.m. Please
call Ronnie at (727) 893-7622
for more information or an
application form.

Saturday, February 23 - Suncoast Classic. BayWalk, 2nd St. and
2nd Ave. N. 8 a.m. 10k and 5k run. 9 a.m. Pelican mile. 9:30 a.m.
fun run. Register at www.runforkids.com or 727-767-8221.
Sunday, February 24 - Black History Pageant's 30th Annual
Production. Progress Energy Center for the Arts at Mahaffey Theater,
400 1st St. S. 4 p.m. Theatrical youth production illustrating black
history facts through acting, singing, poetry and dance. 727-892-5767

CUSTOM LAYOUT
DESIGN & PRINTING
fck.’Mtwg Invitations, Graduation Cards
Programs - Business & Social Events
JfJ'ffi? -& Personal Contact Cards
Birth Aasometaento
MeiSorial Cards/Fdneral Programs
>- PeeMets/Menns/Catalogj Design ■
\ . Costemtoeed -Hand-held Fans '
WoefenresL, Stationary, Note Cards •

Breakfast With Dalf
Join us Saturday, January
5, 2008, 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.,
before the museum is open to
the public and the spirit of
Salvador Dalf still lingers!
Expressly
designed
for
children ages 5 - 12, this inter
active tour is led by docent Jill
Henaghen who has chosen
Dali paintings and other works
that appeal to children.
Breakfast
is
provided
following the tour and each
child will receive a Dali
souvenir of the day’s experi

ence.
Hands-on
activities
follow at 11:30.
Provided by Starbucks
Coffee
Company
(www. Starbucks. com).
Breakfast with Dali is limited
to 20 children plus adult com
panions. As one of the most
popular programs at the Dali
Museum, pre-registration is
required. To register, contact
Monica Guerrero at (727)
823.3767
ext.
3024
or
mguerrero@salvadordalimuseum.org.

■
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Logo Design
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Attorney At Law
★Criminal Defense
★Traffic Tickets
★Personal Injury
★Auto Accidents
★DUIs
[Edwin P. Randolph]

CLASSIFIED
Darius Wilson
Detailing

Custom Detailing
Owner and Operator
St.Petersburg Florida
0:727-557-6294
or 727-320-5294
Vernelll964@yahoo.com

*HOMESELLERS*
Find out what the home down
the

FOR RENT
4 BR / 1 1/2 BATH / WASHER & DRYER
HOOKUP/CENTRAL AIR & HEAT.
$950.00 DEPOSIT AND $950.00 PER MONTH.
ADDRESS:
510 16TH AVENUE SOUTH ST. PETERSBURG.

CONTACT: MICHAEL HADLEY
@ 813-404-3548

2202 N, Westshore Blvd.
(813) 6304288 Office
Tampa, Fl 33607
(813) 960-0551 Fax
email: erandolphlaw@aol.com
Suite 200
The hiring of a lawyer Is an important decision that should not ba based soiey upon advertisment.
Bafora you decide ash us to send you free written information about our tfualificatlons and experience.

If you think there might be a
warrant for your arrest...
Please call

(727) 322-0664
AVOID THE EMBARRASSMENT OF BEING

ARRESTED!

NOTICE - NOTICE • NOTICE
ADVERTISING INSERTION DEADLINES

street sold for

Free Computerized List
of area home sales and current listings.
Free recorded message
1-866-347-3318 ID# 1041
Courtesy of: Century 21 Grant Realty

CLASSIFIED ADS
REALLY WORK
PLACE YOUR AD HERE TODAY!!

January 3,2008 Edition

Reserve Space by 4 p.m.. Friday, December 28,2007
Deadline for Advertising Copy -12:00 p.m. Saturday,
December^, 2007
- ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES -

Everyone’s Youth United, Inc., is seeking proposals from a licensed
architect to prepare plans, specification and construction bid package for
rehabilitation, handicap accessibility, fire & other codes for 700 43™ Street
South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711.The architect will be required to attend
pre-bid and pre-construction conferences, supervision of project, all draw
inspection meetings, meet time & budget requirements, approve
construction draws, and progress of all work, and completion of project
Proposals for architect must be submitted to Everyone's Youth United, Inc.,
700 43rd St. So., St. Pete., FL 33711,
by: Thursday, January 14th, 2008
5:00 Pm to be
considered.
(Month) (Date) (Year)
(Time)

Webb's
Bail
Bond

Easy Payment
Plans

Collateral
not always needed

826 49th St. S.
St. Pete Fl. 33707

■

A6

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 3,2008

CHALLENGER SPORTS
BUGS

NFL TRIVIA OF
THE WEEK

CORNER

Who holds the NFL record for most
fumbles in a career?

Bucs Rest Starters, Fall To Panthers 31 -23

Bucs Vs. Panthers
BY FRED GOODALL
TAMPA (AP) - Tampa Bay
resting most of its starters for the
playoffs didn't stop Carolina
from treating its season finale as
a meaningful game and giving
Vinny Testaverde a nice sendoff.
DeAngelo Williams rushed
for 121 yards and two secondhalf touchdowns, helping the
Panthers beat the NFCSouth
champion Buccaneers 31-23
with the retiring 44-year-old
Testaverde taking the last snap,
in the same city where he began
his NFL career in 1987.
Matt Moore threw for 174
yards and two TDs for Carolina
(7-9) in his third pro start, pre
venting Tampa Bay (9-7) from
joining the 1999 St. Louis Rams
as the only teams since 1970 to
go unbeaten in division play the
year after going winless.

Instead, the Bucs will enter
the playoffs pn a two-game
losing streak after treating the
past two weeks much like the
preseason.
Williams scored on runs of 1
and 32 yards, and Moore threw
TD passes Of 2 yards, to
Christian Fauria and 20 yards to
Dante Rosario for Carolina,
which finished a disappointing
season that's raised speculation
about the future of coach John
Fox.
f Testaverde, the first pick in
the 1987 draft by the Bucs,
entered the game after the
Panthers stopped Tampa Bay's
final drive on downs with 35
seconds remaining. He received
polite applause from what- was
left of a crowd of 65,609, then '
took a knee on the last play.
. The , veteran of 2>l seasons
hugged his wife as he left the
‘field, saying: “That's it. It’s all
over."
With coach Jon Gruden
intent • on keeping as many
regulars as possible healthy for
next weekend's playoff game
against the New York Giants,
Tampa Bay played without
seven starters - five of them on
offense.
Luke McCown started in
place of Jeff Garcia at quarter-

back and running back Earnest
Graham also got the day off,
finishing 1Q2 yards shy of 1,000
rushing after entering training
camp as the fourth-string
tailback.
With middle' linebacker
Barrett Ruud sitting out,
Jeremiah Trotter made his first
start for the Bucs after being
inactive for 13 of the first 15
games.
Strong
safety Jermaine
Phillips also was held out of the
finale by Gruden, who removed
most of the remaining regulars
on defense by halftime.
Moore
led
touchdown
drives of 72 and 68 yards, and
Ryne
Robinson
redeemed
himself for ftimbling a punt
return deep in Carolina territory
by running a kickoff back 60
yards to set up f l 9-yard field

halftime deficit on a short pass
that Michael Bennett turned into
a 23-yard TD. But it didn't take
the Panthers long to regain the
lead 24-20 on Williams' | first
touchdown.
Tampa Bay cut it to 24-23
on Matt Bryant's third field goal
before Williams, who carried! 20
times and averaged 6.1 per
attempt, broke his 32-yarder
around the right side to put the
Panthers in front by eight with
6:24*to go.
McCown, who sacked four
times, completed 21 of 28 passes
for 236 yards, two touchdowns
and one interception. With
Grahath watching from the
sideline in shorts and a T-shirt,
the quarterback led his team in
rushing With 47 yards on five
attempts.
Testaverde, J one of four
goal that put the Panthers up 17- starting QBs the injury-riddled
13 at the half.
Panthers used this season,
The Bucs trailed at that announced Saturday that he was
point, mostly becauseof retiring after the game. In six
McCown’s inability, to get them starts for Carolina, he was 94-ofin the end zone* after Phillip 172 foT 952 yards, five TDs and
Buchanon's interception and six interceptions.^
short return to the Panthers 18
His body wore down late in
and Robinson's fumble at the the season, and he was sidelined
Carolina 17. ,
by back pain and a right
The fourth-year quarterback Achilles' tendon injury that kept
led h 98-yard drive - longest in him out of games and practices
Bucs history - and erased the the past month.

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS: IT’S PLAYOFF TIME!!!!!!
The Bucs (9-7) host the New York Giants (10-6) in a
NFC Wildcard Round Playoff game Sunday, January 7th at 1:00 p.m. on FOX

Belichick, Pats Sets Another Record:
Shortest Celebration In NFL

Randy Moss and Tom Brady
BY JIM LITRE
EAST
RUTHERFORD,
N. J. (AP) - Unbeaten gave way
to unimpressed soon enough,
because that is the Bill Belichick
way.
A loud cheer could be heard
just past midnight deep in the
bowels of Giants Stadium,
rocking the visiting New
England locker room next door.
Bubbly was being poured. A few
moments later, the coach of the
Patriots entered the interview
room through a side door and
stepped up to the podium.
Though his words said
otherwise, anybody who's seen
Belichick work knew any
personal celebration of New
England's perfect season was
effectively oyer the second he
was done talking. He already
had his eyes on the prize
gleaming in the distance.
1 “We are going to take a little
bit of time and enjoy this one
and feel good about what we
have accomplished," Belichick
said, then followed that up
without taking a breath. “Pretty
soon, we are going to have to
turn the page and move on."

After a 38-35 win over New
York, in what was not the bestplayed game of the season but
might have been the most honest
in terms of effort,* Belichick
touched on a number of topics
and didn't reveal much about
any of them.
Watch him talk about most
things for more than a minute
and you're left with the impres
sion this is a guy who seems to
have had his emotions and sense
of humor surgically removed.
Tom Brady and Randy Moss
both set NFL single-season
records on the same play — a 65yard strike that gave the quarter
back 50 passing touchdowns and
his sidekick 23 TD receptions and put New England in front to
stay.
“I'm happy for the players
that got them. I know there were
several of them. I wasn't sure
what they all were," he said.
“But whatever they were, I'm
happy they got them.
“But I'm more happy for the
team."
Nobody expects two teams
with postseason berths already
locked up to pull out the kitchen
sink on the last weekend of the
regular season, let alone try to
beat each other over the head
with it. But that's what happened
here Saturday night, from the
first play until almost the last.
That
the
game-breaker
happened to tie together several
of the most important elements
from the Patriots' journey to the
NFL's , first perfect regular

season in 35 years - another
clutch play, , another fourthquarter comeback, the brilliance
of Brady and Moss - was pure
serendipity.
Yet the way his players
reacted to it, both at that moment
and afterward, well, that was
pure Belichick. He might not
appear to have enough personal
ity, at least not in public, to go
around. Whatever there is,
though, has been grafted onto
his team.
Someone asked linebacker
Tedy Bruschi, who's been at
Belichick's side for the entire
championship run, what he was
thinking about after that recordbreaking score.
“What is the score? What
does it do for us? Does it put us
in the lead? Are we behind after
the score? What do I have to do
as a defensive player once we
kick off the ball and get the
return. That's how focused, we
are," he said.
“I think I realized what had
just happened when Randy
threw the ball back to the
sideline. I was like, 'There is the
ball. The ball that set those
records.' Then you shake it off,
and realize here comes the
kickoff and 'What do we have to
do?'"
Brady had barely escaped
from a brief, impromptu celebra
tory hug with his offensive line
when he poked two fingers into
the sky, not a “victory" sign to be
sure, but a signal to the rest of
the offensive unit that they

|

needed a two-point conversion.
They got that, got everything
else they needed to win, in fact,
but afterward his celebration
was almost as brief.
Like Bruschi said, that's how
focused they are.
“Coach has kept us pretty
grounded," Brady said. “He's not
so concerned with records and
stuff like that. He's most
concerned with us putting our
best out there each week."
That was a lesson Belichick
learned from his mentor, Bill
Parcells, who also taught him
“there's no meaningless games
when you're playing in them."
Giants coach Tom Coughlin
learned the same lesson from the
same man and in what might
have been the most fitting tribute
of all, contested what was in fact
a meaningless game for his team
like it was the Super Bowl. He
didn't rest any of his banged-up
regulars, making the Patriots
earn their place in history the
hard way.
It may have cost him the
services of starting center Shaun
O'Hara and weakside linebacker
Kawika Mitchell for the postsea
son, considerably weakening
New York's chances of making a
splash, but Coughlin didn't care.
“We will have to evaluate
and see how they are," Coughlin
said. “It is most unfortunate, but
we are going to play the l6th
game."
Now that's something that
would have impressed even
Belichick.

Hint: Was the first undrafted Quarterback to
be elected into the Pro Football Hall Of Fame.
Last Week’s Answer:
Darren Sharper with 53

See Sports Page Next Week For The Answer!!

AP TOP 25 BASKETBALL
1. North Carolina (45) 13-0
2. Memphis (26) 11-0
3. Kansas (1) 13-0
4. Washington State 12-0
5. UCLA 12-1
6. Michigan State 12-1
7. Georgetown 9-1
8. Tennessee 12-1
9. Duke 10-1
10. Marquette 10-1
11. Indiana 11-1
12. Texas A&M 12-1
13. Pittsburgh 11-1
14. Texas 11-2
15. Vanderbilt 12-0
16. Butler 12-1
17. Villanova 10-1

18. Mississippi 12-0
19. Clemson 11-1
20. Dayton 11-1
21. Arizona 9-3
22. USC 9-3
23. Rhode Island 13-1
24. Stanford 11-1
25. Wisconsin 10-2

Former Heat Coach
Van Gundy
In Miami For First
Time As Opponent;
Wins 121-114
BY TIM REYNOLDS
MIAMI (AP). - Stan Van
Gundy took a seat near the
coaches' end of the Miami Heat
bench early Friday afteriioon,
looking perfectly comfortable.
Some would say right at
home.
With good reason - that spot'
used to be home.
( Van Gundy spent 12 years in
the Heat organization under Pat
Riley, before resigning unexpect
edly as coach in December 2005
and spending the next 18 months
in what essentially amounted to a
basketball exile, still with the
. franchise yet never around the
team.
On Friday night, Van Gundy
returned as an opponent for the
first time when Miami hosted his
Orlando Magic.
And in classic Van Gundy
fashion, he insisted there was no
overwhelming sense of nostalgia.
“I know it's supposed to be,
but no, I don't feel any differently
than I did Wednesday night or I
probably will tomorrow night,"
Van Gundy said.
Van Gundy, who replaced
Riley about a week before the
2003-04 season, went 112-73 in
two-plus regular seasons with the
Heat. His first Miami team
started 0-7 before eventually
making the second found of the
playoffs behind a rookie named
Dwyane Wade, and the next
season -4 Shaquille O'Neal's first
in Miamithe Heat went 59-23
and lost Game 7 of the Eastern
Conference finals.
Miami started 11-10 in 200506 and Van Gundy stunned the
organization by deciding to
resign. Riley took over for his
former top assistant and engi
neered a run to the franchise's
first NBA title. Even though the
story has always persisted that

Riley and Van Gundy had a
fractured relationship, Riley still
speaks glowingly of his friendtumed-rival.
“He's a winner," Riley said.
“He's a great coach. I'm happy
for he and his family. He'll
always have a place in my heart
here. Stan and I were very, very
close for 12 years. We were
locked at the hip in our philoso
phies, our ethic."
The Magic arrived in South
Florida on Thursday, which gave
Van Gundy plenty of time to
check out some of his favorite
restaurants or other places.
But instead of enjoying a
Miami night, he remained in the
hotel, studying the Heat.
“I have a pretty good routine
of checking into a hotel and
leaving for walkthrough and the
game,"
Van
Gundy
said.
“Everybody wants it to be more
than it is. I understand that,
because you guys like stories, but
it's the same as any other game."
Some things are different, of
course.
After practice Friday, a now
caffeine-conscious Van Gundy
sipped water .instead of Diet
Coke, which he used to inhale.
And he wore a white Magic shirt;
not the black Heat practice gear
that he donned for more than a
decade.
Other than that, he's still the
same old Stan.
He spent a few minutes dis
cussing his commitment to
defense, which is nothing new.
The die-hard baseball fan also
talked about the Florida Marlins,
who are managed by his close
friend Fredi Gonzalez. He even
lobbied for help in selling his
Miami house, lamenting the state
of the stagnant South Florida real
estate market.
“Absolutely
ambitious
seller," Van Gundy said.

___________________________________________ -

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 3,2008

A7

ENTERTAINMENT
James Brown: One Year Later

The Play’s The Thing
For Sure.
A Holiday Treat!

Cast members of
“The Play’s the Thing”
On last Friday I took a trip to
Sarasota that resulted in my
learning more about acting and
live plays in general. I’m having
tun in the learning process of
reviewing a play or musical.
The Asolo Repertory Theatre
presented “The Play’s the Thing,”
a comedy by Ferenc Molnar,
adapted by P.G. Wbdehouse and
directed by Greg Learning. The
play originally takes place in a
castle on the Italian Riviera.
However, the Asolo Repertory
Theatre’s production is set in a
“lushly romantic l930s art deco of
Florida’s Palm Beach.”
The evening was the opening
night’s performance and was
followed by a red carpet
champagne reception. It was an
opportunity for the audience to
mingle with the cast, while
members of the media were
invited to photograph and
interview the cast and creative
team at the party.

The talented cast consisted of
James Clarke, Douglas Jones,
Juan Javier Cardenas, Bradford
Wallace, Dana Green, Bryan
Torfeh, Marcus Denard Johnson,
Julie Lachance and Jennifer
Logue. The play takes place in the
room of an exclusive hotel, and
opens with Mansky, Sandor Turai
and Albert Adam (Clarke, Jones
and Cardenas, respectively) con
versing about the latest version of
a musical they had recently
completed. Their intention was to
celebrate and surprise Ilona (Dana
Green). However, it is during their
conversation that the audience dis
covered that Mansky, Sandor and
Albert their young protege, are at
the hotel unbeknown to Hona and
they are in for a surprise.
For the first fifteen to twenty
minutes of the play there was an
interchange
of conversation
between the three men, and I
honestly could not get into it. The
fireworks are set off when inno
cently they hear through the walls
of their hotel room a compromis
ing conversation between Adam’s
fiance, Ilona and her former lover
Almady who is not ready to end
their involvement. Adam is head
over heels in love and naively
believes Ilona is virginally pure.
That was when I began to get the
gist of the play. After regrettably

eavesdropping, Albert is about to
min it for everyone because he is
determined to tear up his music.
The fun truly began here and
the audience laughter abounded
when after the “cat was out of the
bag,” Sandor concocts a brainy
scheme to save the musical. He
convinced Ilona and Almady to
pretend that when they were
overheard they were actually
rehearsing a play. However, in
order to accomplish his goal,
Sandor first must write a play that
includes the statements made
between the two of them during
that unfaithful evening. I was
brought to tears with laughter at
Bryan Torfeh’s witty performance
as Almady reciting his part of
Sandor’s
“play-within-a-play,”
especially his sad sack and comic
facial expressions.
There are other key comic per
formances in this production, but
I’ll leave them for you to discover.
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fens - do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website at
rickgeesjazgamm.com or email me at
JazzJamm@aolcom. You may also
mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz
Jamm, c/o The Weekly Challenger,
2500 ML King St, §., St Petersburg,
FL33705

BY. GEORGE E! CURRY
NNPA COLUMNIST
A year ago, I was en route to
visit my mother for the
Christmas holidays when James
Brown died. This year, in what is
becoming an annual rite, I visited
James Brown’s statue.downtown
and also' reflected on the 12
tumultuous months that followed
his death.
And
what
a
year.
We were subjected to one of the
longest gaps between a death and
burial
in
modem
times,
beginning
with
Brown’s
pneumonia-related heart attack
on Christmas Day and his
temporary burial March 10,
2007, three funerals and almost
three months later, in an above
ground crypt at his daughter
Deanna Thomas’ home in Beech
Island, S.C. Plans are to eventu
ally create an Elvis Presley
Graceland-like
center
on
Brown’s Beech Island estate and
place him in a public
mausoleum.
When James Brown’s flame
went out a year ago, so did the
flame in many around him-.
Bobby Byrd died September 12
of cancer. Danny Ray, the
famous emcee who also took
over Byrd’s responsibility for
placing the drape over JB at the
end of “Please, Please, Please,”
has fallen on hard times. Saying
he is living only on Social
Security, he lost his house
because of foreclosure and he
owes about $80,000 in back
taxes.
With an estate valued at
more than $80 million, lawyers
and relatives - some of them
belatedly coming forward - are
fighting over , the money.
Brown’s will was read Jan. IT,
calling for his personal effects to
be divided equally between six
of Ms cMldren - Terry, Larry,
Daryl, Venisha, Yamma and
Deanna. Not included in Ms will

were his youngest son, James
Brown II, now 6 years old
(questions were raised about Ms
being Brown’s son) or young
Brown’s mother, Tomi Rae
Hyrne, who claims to be Ms
fourth wife (Like everything
else, that, too, is being chal
lenged).
After Brown’s death, others
have come forth, with DNA
results in hand, claiming to be Ms
cMld. So far, about 12 people
have named Brown as their
father. A chart produced by the
Augusta CMoMcle list the
cMldren as: Teddy Brown, bom
in 1954, to Brown’s first wife,
Velma Warren of Toccoa, Ga. He
died in 1973 in a car accident.
Also bom to the first wife were
Terry (1955) and Larry (1958).
The couple divorced in 1969.
Brown and one of Ms
protegees, Bea Ford, singer Joe
Tex’s former wife, produced
Daryl Brown in 1960. One of
Brown’s girlfriends in Houston,
Ruby Shannon, and Brown
produced a daughter, Larhonda
Petitt in 1961. Another musical
protegee, Yvonne Fair, and
Brown had a daughter, VeMsha
Brown (1965). DNA tests
showed that Lea Jensen, who
reportedly met Brown at a
concert in Vancouver, Canada,,
had a daughter, Nicole Parris in
1968.
Mary Florence Brown,
founder and president of the
James Brown Fan Club in
Sacramento, had a son with
Brown in 1968 and named him
Michael Deon Brown., Even
though they had the same last
name, the singer was never
married to Michael’s' mother.
Deidre Jenkins of Baltimore,
Brown’s second wife, produced
two daughters, Deanna B.
Thomas (1969) and Yamma B.
Lumar
(1972).
Christine
Mitchell met Brown at one ofhis
concerts in Miami and is said to

James Brown
have had a long-term relation;-1
sMp with him. The couple had a
daughter, Jeanette Mitchell *jh
1970.
Brown and his third wjf<,
Adreinne Rodriguez, didn’t have <
any children. She died in 1996 ;
after complications from lipo
suction surgery.
Who will get what as a result
of Brown’s death is complicated
by Ms decision to leave the bulk
of Ms holdings to a trust to fund
the James Brown Family
Education Trust and the James
Brown “I Feel Good” Trust. The
heirs named in the will petitioned
to have the tMee original trustees
removed because assets were
removed or were in danger of
being moved. Special trustees
were later named to replace the
tMee.
One of Brown’s trustees,
David Cannon, was accused of
mishandling $7 million of
Brown’s money. A judge later
found him in contempt of court
and ordered him to repay/
$433,000, plus $50,000 in
attorney’s'fees and a $10,000
fine by Jan. 25 or be sent to
prison. MeanwMle, on Dec. 21, a
judge set a deadline of 120 days
to determine, whether Tomi Rae
Hynie was Brown’s common- law wife at the time ofhis death.
When I visit my mother in
Augusta next Christmas, as I
usually do, I am sure there will
be more developments to report.
By then, I hope everyone will be
on “The Good Foot.”

1101 First Avenue N.
in the Grand Central District
St Petersburg

727-821-1078
Encore 2008 Made in the USA
American Melting Pot

Tilapia • Catfish

Salmon • Shrimp Skewers
Ribeye Steaks • Chicken Pasta
Jerk Chicken • Curry Chicken
and MORE..,.

Tuesday, Jan. 8,7:30 p.m., $12-$17
Special Location:
Music Center, St. Petersburg College Gibbs Campus
6605 Fifth Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33710

Early Bird
Dinner Specials
5 ■ 7 pm Wednesday - Sunday

Vilnius String Quartet

11 am *
Monday - Friday

Lunch Served

Wednesday, Jan. 16,4 p.m., $17-$27

ENT Schedule

Special Location:
Music Center, St. Petersburg College Gibbs Campus

brunch

6605 Fifth Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33710

music

Listen to some spirit
while feasting on

Rice Pilaf
Garden Salad

Ham
Pancakes
(e
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Dessert

Home Fries
enn ONLY $10.95 (drinks are extra)
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Encore 2008 Made in the USA
A Parisian in St. Petersburg

HAVE

Special Location:

Tuesday, Jan. 29,7:30 p.m., $12-$17

Music Center, St. Petersburg College Gibbs Campus

TO BE A

6605 Fifth Ave. N., St Petersburg, FL 33710
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Foundation, Mark & Marianne Mahaffey, Progress Energy, RBC Dain
Rauscher, Sembler Company, St. Petersburg Times, Ray and Nancy Murray.
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(The National Council^
of Negro Women, Inc.
22nd Annual
Dr. Martin Luthet 1
King, Jr.
|

Fasting: January 9-11,2008

Fraying

Leadership Breakfast
'UK '.;

Supt. Clarence Welch

Supt. Willie Matheney

Supt B.0. Walker

Supt. Anthony Conage

Theme:

Remember!
Celebrate! Act!
A Day On,
Not A Day Off!!
Tickets: $25.00 per person
(Sponsorship Opportunities
are available)
To Purchase Tickets or
Reserve Tables Contact:
Speaker: Dr. Crystal Kuykendall
“Educator, Attorney, Human Relations
Expert and Powerful Presenter”
Jeff Lyash, President/CEO

Hosted By The Oratite rf W ii Christ

Progre s s Energy, Florida

Dianne Speights, Coordinator
727-896-6556 or 727-866-6621
Mary Clowers, Co-Chair
Thomas Whitlock, Co-Chair
Email: ncnwstpete@yahoo.com

Honorary Chair
The National Council
Monday, January 21, 2008

Service: January 12,2008

St. Petersburg Coliseum

Time: 11:00 am- 2:00 pm

535 Fourth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

of Negro Women, Inc.
St.Petersburg
Metropolitan Section
Signora Farris, President

7:30 A.M.

1137 37th Street South - St. Petersburg, Florida 33711
(727) 321-0670
DR. KlNG»S LEGACY OF TOLLRANCE, PEACE, ANDEQ1.ALITV
CO-SPONSORED BY CHA OF ST. PETERSBURG

| J Mercedes-Benz

Mercedes-Benz

Price &
Experience
Guarantee

For the finest purchase experience.
simply contact our Business
DeVelopment Agents by phone at:

Visit us online at:

Lokeyautos.com
Or come see us in pei’son at:

19820 US Hwy 19 N
Clearwater
Talk to our Certified Business
Development Agents to schedule
your sales/serviee appointment,
schedule a 15 minute appraisal
or receive specific information
about our vehicle inventory.

Our guarantee to you

Victor Young
General Manager

We will beat any dealer’s
advertised price in the country
or pay you $1,000.00*
The easiest way to shop

SP36348

Give you the best purchase
experience
The most knowledgeable staff
in the market

19820 U.S. Hwy 19 N. • Clearwater
Mercedes-Benz

www.Iokeyautos.com
Pre-owned : 866-296-6655 • Service: 877-253-9627

‘Competing dealer’s offer must be signed and authorized by dealer. Trade-in not included. In-stock units only.
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James Arthur Baldwin
J a me s
Arthur
Baldwin was
an American
n o v e 1 i s t,
writer, playwright, poet, essayist,
and civil rights activist. Most of
Baldwin’s work deals with racial
and sexual issues in the mid-20th
century United States. His novels
are notable for the personal way in
which they explore questions! of
identity as well as for the way in
which they mine complex social
and
psychological
pressures
related to being black
Baldwin was bom in 1924, the
first ofhis mother’s nine children.
He never met his biological father
and may never have even known
the man’s identity. Instead, he con
sidered his stepfather, David
Baldwin, as his father figure.
David, a factory worker and a
store-front preacher, was allegedly
very cruel at home. While his
father opposed his literary aspira- *
tions, Baldwin found support from
a teacher as well from the mayor of
New York City, Fiorello H.
LaGuardia. At age 14, Baldwin
joined
the
small
Fireside
Pentecostal Church in Harlem.
After he graduated from DeWitt
Clinton High School in the Bronx,
he moved to Greenwich Village,
where he concentrated more on his
literary
One source of support came
from an admired older writer
Richard Wright, whom he called
“the greatest black writer in the
world for me.” Wright and
Baldwin became friends for a
short time and Wright helped him
to secure the Eugene F. Saxon
Memorial Award. Baldwin titled a
collection of essays Notes of a
Native Son, in clear reference to
Wright’s novel Native Son.
However, Baldwin’s 1949 essay
“Everybody’s Protest Novel”
ended the two authors’ friendship
because Baldwin asserted that
Wright’s novel Native Son, like
Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle
Tom’s Cabin, lacked credible char
acters and psychological complex
ity. However, during an interview
with Julius Lester, Baldwin

explained that his adoration for
Wright remained: “I knew Richard
and I loved him. I was not
attacking him; I was trying to
clarify something for myself.”
Another major influence on
Baldwin’s life was the AfricanAmerican
painter
Beauford
Delaney. In The Price of the Ticket
(1985),
Baldwin
describes
Delaney as “the first living proof,
for me, that a black man could be
an artist. In a warmer time, a less
blasphemous place, he would have
been recognized as my teacher and
I as his pupil. He became, for me,
an example of courage and
integrity, humility and passion. An
absolute integrity: I saw him
shaken many times and I lived to
see him broken but I never saw
him bow.”
Baldwin was closely befriend
ed with singer, pianist and civil
rights activist Nina Simone.
Together with Langston Hughes
and Lorraine Hansberry, Baldwin
is responsible for getting Simone
aware ofthe racial inequality at the
time and the groups that were
forming to fight against this. He
also provided her with literary ref
erences to expand her knowledge
on this point
Baldwin left to live in Europe
for an extended period of time
beginning in 1948. His first desti
nation was Paris. When Baldwin
returned to the United States, he
became actively involved in the
Civil Rights Movement He
marched with Martin Luther King,
Jr. to Washington, D.C. During the
early l980s, Baldwin was on the
faculty of the Five Colleges in
Western Massachusetts. While
there, he mentored Mount
Holyoke College future play
wright Suzan-Lori Parks, who
won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama
in 2002. Baldwin did not remain in
the United States long, however,
and he was a repeated expatriate
for the rest of his life, spending
long stints in Istanbul, Turkeyand
in St.-Paul-de-Vence in Southern
France, where he died of
esophageal cancer in 1987 at the
age of 63.
In 1953, Baldwin’s first novel,

Go Tell It on the Mountain, an
autobiographical bildungsroman,
was published. Baldwin’s first col
lection of essays, Notes ofa Native
Son, appeared two years after.
Baldwin continued to experiment
with literary forms throughout his
career, publishing poetry and plays
as well as the fiction and essays for
which he was known.
Baldwin’s second novel,
Giovanni’s Room, stirred contro
versy when it was first published
in 1956 due to its explicit homo
erotic content. Baldwin was again
resisting labels with the publica
tion of this work: despite the
reading public’s expectations that
he would publish works dealing
with the African American experi
ence, Giovanni’s Room is exclu
sively about white characters.
Baldwin’s next two novels,
Another Country and Tell Me
How Long the Train’s Been Gone,
are
sprawling,
experimental
works, dealing with black and
white characters and with hetero
sexual, homosexual, and bisexual
characters. These novels struggle
to contain the turbulence of the
l960s: they are saturated with a
sense of violent unrest and
outrage.
Baldwin’s lengthy essay
Down at the Cross (frequently
called The Fire Next Time after the
title of the book in which it was
published) similarly showed the
seething discontent of the l960s in
novel form. The essay was origi
nally published in two oversized
issues of The New Yorker and
landed Baldwin on the cover of
Time magazine in 1963 while
Baldwin was touring the South
speaking about the restive Civil
Rights movement. The essay
talked about the uneasy relation
ship between Christianity and the
burgeoning
Black
Muslim
movement. Baldwin’s next booklength essay, No Name in the
Street, also discussed his own
experience in the context of the
later 1960s, specifically the assas
sinations of three of his personal
friends: Medgar Evers, Malcolm
X, and Martin Luther King, Jr.

Langston Hughes
Langston During high school in Cleveland,
Hughes was
Ohio, he wrote for the school
an American
newspaper, edited the yearbook,
poet, novelist,
and began to write his first short
playwright,
stories, poetry, and dramatic plays.
short story writer, and columnist.
His first piece ofjazz poetry, When
Hughes is known best for his work
Sue Wears Red, was written while
during the Harlem Renaissance.
he was still in high school. It was
Hughes was the son of James
during this time that he discovered
and Carrie Hughes. After the sepa
his love of books. From this early
ration of his parents, young period in his life, Hughes would
Langston was raised mainly by his ' cite as influences on his poetry the
grandmother, Mary Langston.
American poets Paul Laurence
Through the black American oral
Dunbar and Carl Sandburg.
tradition of storytelling, she
Hughes worked various odd
instilled in the young Langston a jobs, before serving a brief tenure
sense of lasting racial pride. He as a crewman aboard the S.S.
spent most of his childhood in Malone in 1923, spending six
Lawrence, Kansas. After the death
months traveling to West Africa
of his grandmother, he went to live and Europe. In Europe, Hughes left
with family fiiends, James and the S.S. Malone for a temporary
Maty Reed, for two years. Due to
stay in Paris. Unlike specific
an unstable early life, his childhood writers of the post-World War I era
was not an entirely happy one, but who became identified as the “Lost
it was one that heavily influenced Generation”, such as Ernest
the poet he would become.
Hemingway
and
F.
Scott
While in grammar school in Fitzgerald, Hughes instead spent
Lincoln, Illinois, Langston was time in Paris during the early
designated class poet. Hughes
1920s, becoming part of the black
stated in retrospect that this was expatriate
community.
In
because of the stereotype that November 1924, Hughes returned
African Americans have rhythm. “I
to the U. S. to live with his mother
was a victim of a stereotype. There
in Washington, D.C. Hughes again
were only two of us Negro kids in
found work doing various odd jobs
the whole class and our English before
gaining
white-collar
teacher was always stressing the
employment in 1925 as a personal
importance of rhythm in poetry.
assistant to the scholar Carter G.
Well, everyone knows-except us Woodson within the Association
that all Negroes have rhythm, so
for the Study of African American
they elected me as class poet.
Life and History. Not satisfied with

the demands of the work and time
constraints this position placed on
the hours he spent writing, Hughes
quit this job for one as a busboy in
, a hotel. It was while working as a
busboy that Hughes would
encounter the poet Vachel Lindsay.
Impressed with the poems Hughes
showed him, Lindsay publicized
his discovery of a new black poet,
though by this time, Hughes’
earlier work had already been
published in magazines and was
about to be collected into his first
book ofpoetry.
The following year, Hughes
enrolled in Lincoln University, PA,
a historically black college and uni
versity, where he became a
member of the Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, the first black fraternal
organization founded at a HBCU
Thurgood Marshall, who later
became an Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court of the United
States, was an alumnus and
classmate of Langston Hughes
during his undergraduate studies at
Lincoln University.
Hughes received a B.A. degree
from Lincoln University in 1929
and a Litt.D. in 1943 from Lincoln.
A second honorary doctorate
would be awarded to him in 1963
by Howard University, another
HBCU. Except for travels that
included parts ofthe Caribbean and
West Indies, Harlem was Hughes’s
primary home for the remainder of
his life.

Zora Neale Hurston
Z o r a
Neale
Hurston
(January 7,
1891
January 28, 1960) was an
American folklorist and author
during the time, of the Harlem
Renaissance, best known for the
1937’novel Their Eyes Were
Watching God.
Hurston was “purposefully
inconsistent in the birth dates she
dispensed during her lifetime,
most of which were fictitious.”
For a long time, scholars believed
that she was bom in Eatonville,
Florida in 1901. In the l990s, a
filmmaker
established
that
Hurston had been bom in
Notasulga, Alabama and moved
to Eatonville at a young age,
spending her childhood there. It
was Eatonville, the first all-Black
town to be incorporated in the
United States, that inspired her
imagination.
Hurston’s parents were Lucy
Ann Potts, a schoolteacher, and
John Hurston, a carpenter and
Baptist preacher. Her father was a
three-term mayor who helped
codify the laws of the town: In
1904, her mother died and her
father sent her to a private school
in Jacksonville.
Hurston graduated from
Morgan Academy, the high school
division of Morgan College, in
1918. Later that year, she began
her undergraduate studies at
Howard University. While at
Howard, Hurston became one of

the earliest initiates of Zeta Phi
Beta Sorority and co-founded The
Hilltop, the University’s student
newspaper. Hurston left Howard
in 1924.
In 1925, , Hurston became
one of the leaders of the literary
renaissance happening in Harlem,
producing the literary magazine
Fire!! along with Langston
Hughes and Wallace Thurman.
This literary movement became
the center of the Harlem
Renaissance.
Hurston was offered a schol
arship to Barnard College where
she received her B.A. in anthro
pology in 1927. Soon after gradu
ation Zora was recommended to
the Aassociation for the Study of
Negro Life and History The
purpose ofthe study was to collect
material of anthropological and
historical values about the
decescendants of the last slaves to
reach the United States in 1859.
From this study, Ms, Houston
wrote an article in 1927 for the
Journal of Negro History “Cudjo
Own Story of the last African
Slaver. With a background in
anthropology and literautre Ms,
Houston created her own litera
ture styles based on her up
bringing and her extensive field
work that took place in Haiti and
differant parts of Florida. Ms
Houston turned novelist wrote
books that delt with oppresssion,
proverty and racism experienced
by many blacks United States,
Zora also wrote of a new and
brighter day filled with challenges

as well as opportunuties. She
futher received acknowledgement
or her critically accalimed book
Mules and Men (1935) along with
fiction (Their Eyes Were
Watching God) and dance. Her
work was significant because she
was able to break into the secret
societies and expose their use of
drugs to create the Vodun trance.
Hurston spent her last 10
years as a freelance writer for
magazines and newspapers. She
worked in a library in Cape
Canaveral, Florida, and as a sub
stitute teacher in Fort Pierce,
where she died ofa stroke and was
buried in an unmarked grave. In
1973 African-American novelist
Alice Walker and literary scholar
Charlotte Hunt found an
unmarked grave in the general
area where Hurston had been
buried and decided to mark it as
hers. The publication of Walker’s
article “In Search of Zora Neale
Hurston” in the March 1975 issue
of Ms. Magazine revived interest
in her work and helped spark a
Hurston renaissance. Hurston’s
house in Fort Pierce is a National
Historic Landmark
Fort
Pierce
celebrates
Hurston annually through various
events such as Hattitudes, birthday
parties, and a several-day festival
at the end ofApril, Zora Fest. Her
life and legacy are also celebrated
every year in Eatonville, the town
that inspired her, at the Zora Neale
Hurston Festival of the Arts and
Humanities.

Richard Nathan Wright
Richard
Nathan
Wright was
born
September
4,1908 in Roxie, Mississippi, the
son of Nathan Wright, an illiter
ate sharecropper, and Ella Wilson
Wright, a schoolteacher, and the
grandson of slaves.
In 1911 Ella takes Wright
and his one-year-old brother
Leon Alan to Natchez to live with
her family and the father later
joins them and finds work in a
sawmill. In 1913, the four
Wrights moved to Memphis,
Tennessee. But within a year,
Nathan deserts them for another
woman and Ella works as a cook
to support the family.
In September 1915, Richard
entered school at Howe Institute.
However, Ella fell ill early in
1916 and Richard’s father
Nathan’s mother came for a
while to care for the family.
When ffte left, Richard and Alan
had to live for a brief time in an
orphanage until Ella could have
them live with her parents in
Jackson, Mississippi. But again,
Richard, Alan, and Ella were
moved, this time with Ella’s sister
Maggie and her husband Silas
Hoskins in Elaine, Arkansas. But
whites murdered Hoskins, and
the family ran to West Helena,
Arkansas, and then to Jackson,
Mississippi. After a few months,
they return to West Helena,
where mother and aunt cook and
clean for whites. Soon, Aunt
Maggie goes north to Detroit
with her new lover.
Wright entered school in the
fall of 1918, but was forced to
leave after a few months because

his mother’s poor health forces
him to earn money to support the
family. Unable to pay their rent,
the family moved and Wright
gathers excess coal next to the
railroad tracks in order to heat the
home. When his mother suffers a
paralyzing stroke, they return
with Ella’s Mother to Jackson,
and Aunt Maggie takes Leon
Alan to Detroit with her.
At the age of 13, Richard
entered the fifth grade in Jackson,
and he was soon placed in sixth
grade. In addition, he delivers
newspapers and works briefly
with a traveling insurance
salesman. The next year, he
entered the seventh grade and his
grandfather died. He managed to
earn enough to buy textbooks,
food, and clothes by running
errands for whites. In the
meantime, Richard read pulp
novels, magazines, and anything
he can get his hands on. During
foe winter, he writes his first short
story, “The Voodoo of Hell’s
Half-Acre,” which is published
in the spring of 1924 in the
Jackson Southern Register. In
May 1925, Wright graduates
valedictorian of his ninth grade.
He begins high school, but as
Leon Alan has returned from
Detroit, quits after only a few
weeks so he can earn money. At
times he worked two or even
three jobs.
In 1927, Richard read H. L.
Mencken, and from Mencken,
Wright learned about and read
Theodore
Dreiser,
Sinclair
Lewis, Sherwood Anderson,
Frank Harris, and others. Wright
and Aunt Maggie moved to
Chicago, while his mother and
brother returned to Jackson,

where Wright worked as a dish
washer and delivery boy until
finding temporary employment
with the postal service in
Chicago. His mother and brother
moved in with Wright and Aunt
Maggie, and Aunt Cleopatra
joins them. He makes friends,
both black and white, in the post
office, writes regularly, and
attends meetings of black literary
groups.
Following the stock market
crash, Wright loses his postal job,
but began work in 1930, on a
novel, “Cesspool,” (published
posthumously in l970’s as Lawd
Today!) that reflects his experi
ence in the post office. In 1931
Wright publishes a short story,
“Superstition,”
in
Abbott’s
Monthly Magazine, a black
journal that fails before Wright
collects any money from them.
However, he did get an opportu
nity to write through the Federal
Writers’ Project. He became a
member of the Communist Party
and published poetry and short
stories in such magazines as Left
Front, Anvil, and New Masses.
Native Son is published 1940
in March and the Book-of-theMonth Club offers it as a main
selection. Though the book is
banned
in
Birmingham,
Alabama,
libraries,
Wright
becomes internationally famous.
Unhappy with the stage adapta
tion of Native Son that Paul
Green has been working on,
Wright and John Houseman
revise it with Orson Welles in
mind as director. The book is a
best seller and is staged success
fully as a play on Broadway
(1941) by Orson Welles.
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FAMILY & HEALTH

NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS

How To Ensure
A Comfortable Retirement
(StatePoint) The world is
changing and you’ve got to
keep up if you want your nest
egg to provide a comfortable
retirement.
However, many seniors
have unrealistic expectations
about their ability to enjoy a
well-financed
retirement
because they overestimate both
their financial resources and
their capability to continue to
generate income into their
golden years.
For example, with the real
estate market currently in a
slump, seniors can’t bank on
their homes to fund retirement.
Nevertheless, many are overly
optimistic about the role of real
estate in funding their retire
ments, according to a recent
national . survey from Bell
Investment
Advisors.
The
findings showed that 68 percent
of the surveyed 60 year old
investors were relying on their
personal residence as a primary
retirement asset.
“Their homes may be their
castles, but seniors cannot bank
on their residences as their
retirement nest egg,” said Jim
Bell,
president
of
Bell
Investment Advisors. “Given
the cyclical nature of real estate
and the fluctuations in home
values, real estate is not a
panacea for inadequate retire
ment savings.”
Real estate isn’t the only
area
where
many
older
Americans have impractical
expectations about retirement.

According to the recent Bell
survey, far too many seniors are
counting on being able to work
throughout
retirement
to
augment savings.
Similarly, many believe
they can afford to retire simply
by reducing their lifestyle
expenditures, disregarding the
changing economy and the
unpredictability of their own sit
uations— particularly when it
comes to health issues that may
arise as they get older.
“Faulty assumptions have
the potential to sabotage retire
ment dreams, unless you take a
very proactive approach to
managing investments well into
your golden years,” Bell said.
With this in mind, here are
some useful retirement tips
from the experts at Bell
Investment Advisors:
* The key to a satisfying
retirement is not wealth, it’s
planning. Define what you’d
like to do during retirement and
make sure your investments are
working to get you there.
* Think about what you’d
like to do in retirement: hobbies,
travel,
education,
second
careers, etc. Find out what it
will take to finance your vision.
Then get professional help to
manage your finances, invest
ments and your career to get you
there.
* Ask the question: “how
much is enough?” The answer is
different for everyone. Bell
typically encourages seniors to
estimate their annual expenses

in retirement, and multiply that
by 20.
* Don’t get too conservative
with your investments too early.
Now that many of us will live
for decades after 60, we need to
continue to reach for higher
returns, making investments
work harder .throughout our
lives.
*Younger seniors from the
Baby Boomer generation, for
instance,
should
consider
retaining a healthy portion of
their assets in growth-oriented
investments, so that their nest
egg continues to grow.
* Another red flag is to rely
heavily on your home. To capi
talize on its equity, you will
need to move to a lower cost
home or a lower cost region.
You have to factor in, not just the
amount for which you can sell
your home, but what your next
home will cost and aU moving
expenses.
“The world is different for
today’s retirees. Many seniors
have 20 to 30 years ahead of
them when they enter retire
ment, so they have to plan dif
ferently than did their parents’
generation,” said Bell. “Above
all, seniors should remember
that there is no single formula to
achieving a rich and rewarding
retirement, and that proper
planning is crucial.”
For more tips on funding
retirement and information
about financial planning and
managing your investments,
visit www.bellinvest.com.

“I would like to have
better health. I had a
stroke and so<that’s why
better health is what I’m
asking for and what I’m
trying to achieve.”

“ To attend church
more, and to live a
healthier life.”
Fealonda Bradham '

“To get closer with
God and to share
the gifts that He’s given
me with others, to help
someone along the way.”
Rachelle Billue

John Philpott

‘“To find the woman of
my dreams.”
Malory Williams

“To travel around
the world and express
the love of God
through song.”

“This year I am going
to humble myself more,
and do more work for
the elderly.”

Marque GaskinDemmings

Sherri Cocroft

Older Workers Stress Less
(SPM Wire) Older workers
“In general, older workers
generally report low levels of did not report high levels of
work-related stress, according work-related stressors,” said
to a University of Michigan (U- Fisher, an organizational psy
M) study of a nationally repre chologist who is particularly
sentative sample of older interested in issues of work-life
workers.
balance.
Results from the study also
Just over half agreed or
indicated that workers who • strongly agreed that they have
experience less job stress are competing demands being made
more satisfied with their life and on them at work, and 47 percent
are overall in better physical
agreed that time pressures are a
health compared with those who
source ofjob stress.
report higher levels of job
Only 19 percent of older
stress.
workers indicated that they have
By the year 2010,. middle- poor job security, however.
aged and older workers are “Given what we know about the
expected to outnumber their extent of age discrimination at
younger colleagues, making the work and the current economic
physical and emotional well climate regarding unemploy
being of older workers a ment, this is a surprisingly low
growing concern for U.S.
number,” said Fisher.
employers.
Just 15 percent reported that
The new study, presented at their work often or almost all
the annual meeting of the the time interfered with their
Gerontological
Society
of personal lives and a'scant two
America, is based on 2006 data percent said their personal lives
from 1,544 participants in the interfered with their work.
U-M Health and Retirement
“Many older workers are
Study that was conducted by the
empty-nesters,” Fisher said.
U-M Institute for Social “They don’t have the same
Research (ISR) and funded by work-personal conflicts that
the National Institute on Aging.
younger
and
middle-aged
For the analysis, ISR workers deal with, juggling
researcher Gwenith Fisher, responsibilities
to
children
along with their jobs and their
Quinnipiac
University
researcher Carrie Bulger and personal needs.”
For both younger and older
colleagues examined the preva
lence of different kinds of job workers alike, time pressure has
stressors reported by partici been increasing over the last
pants between the ages of 53
two decades, many studies have
and 85. They also examined
shown.
“Technological
advances like Blackberries,
how those stressors relate to
workers’ life satisfaction and along with out-sourcing and
physical health. All participants down-sizing, have all increased
worked at least 20 hours per the amount of work and pace at
week.
work,” Fisher said. “But it’s

particularly important to look at
the effects this pressure may
have on older workers, whose
health may be more vulnerable
than that of younger workers.”
For older and younger
workers facing work-related
stress, here are some basic rec
ommendations:
Take good care of yourself,
advises Fisher. “Get enough
sleep. In the short-term, you
may be able to cut comers but in
the long-term, cutting back on
sleep may compromise your
immune system and you’llbe
more likely to get sick,” she
said.
Also, be sure to get regular
physical exercise. This can go a
long way toward helping your
body handle stressors, and
reduce strains like anxiety and
increase your energy level on
the job.
Engage in active time man
agement. Use strategies that
work for you, like creating a todo list so you can keep track of
tasks
and
set
priorities.
Establish clear boundaries.
“With all the technologies that
blur the boundaries between
work and personal life, it’s
important to set aside some time
that isn’t available for any
work,” Fisher said.
Slightly more than half of
the study’s participants were
male,
87
percent
were
Caucasian, about eight percent
were African American and
seven percent were Hispanic.
On average, they had about 14
years of education.
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“To get out of debt.”
Wanda Covarris

“To further my
education and
to be more HIVcommunity involved.”

“Be a bigger influence
in the black
community.”

“To get out of debt and
to do more volunteer
work at the church.”

Lamar Jackson

Pauline Hawkins

“To just be a better
person. To be a motivator
to others and to inspire
more people to follow
their dreams!”

“To buy a house.”
D. Davis

Fatima Singletary
Daria Reed Stingley

“To put God first, and to
conquer more than what
I conquered last year.”

“To be free, happy, enjoy
life and always keep
God first.”

Timmy Sims

Richie Dawkins

“To be a great wife and
mother,
and to also obtain the
job of my choice.”
P. Bonimy

“To live life to
the fulfillest.”
Sonja Borders
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STATE NEWS
Governor Vows To
Lower Rates For Homeowners
And Businesses

Governor Charlie Crist
BY BRENT KALLESTAD
TALLAHASSEE (AP) Despite Gov. Charlie Crist's best
efforts to persuade insurance
companies to lower the rates they
charge home and business
owners, little progress was made
in 2007.
Inexpensive insurance is
hard to find, especially in the
state's coastal areas, despite new
legislation created in a January
special session designed to help
consumers. The standoff between
state regulators and private
companies remains. That led
Florida newspaper and broadcast
editors to vote property insurance
the state's No. 3 story for 2007.
Insuranc’e companies have
been “unfair, and possibly
broken the law, in carrying out
their corporate duty to the people
of our state," Crist said in a recent
interview with The Associated
Press. “I'm pretty torqued off at
them, if you want to know the
truth."
The
first-year governor
largely staked the initial impres
sion of his administration on
finding a successful solutionto
the property insurance crisis. And
while Crist still enjoys wide
spread approval ratings in polls,
he hasn't fulfilled the political

promise to have the insurance the rate relief that they promised
rates drop substantially.
- we didn't - hasn't been
He remains convinced that produced."
many companies are gouging
Miller, and some lawmakers,
clients.
believe the state is playing
“It's not a funny game," Crist Russian Roulette with Citizens,
said during a July Cabinet which has some 1.3 million poli
meeting. “They're not passing cyholders, many of those who
those savings on ... It's the law _ live in the high risk coastal areas
and there are consequences to not of eastern and South Florida.
adhering to the law."
“We just wonder why key
And since the state has public officials that are all over
avoided a major hurricane since us also aren't concerned about
2005, public apathy ‘becomes that?" he said.
another concern. Some 90,000
And the fight lasted through
flood policies alone have lapsed the year.
in the last two years.
ln May, State Farm Insurance
And while thousands of Co. agreed to pay almost $6.8
people move to Florida monthly, million to settle a class-action
many of the large national lawsuit by Florida policyholders
companies are reducing their who said the insurer unfairly
stake in the state because of its depreciated claims for screen
high-risk environment.
enclosures
damaged
in
Crist's rhetoric has worn on Hurricanes Katrina and Wilma.
industry officials, especially
In October, State Farm
since the state-backed Citizens bowed to Florida regulators by
Property Insurance Corp, has agreeing to lower rates by an
been allowed to expand its base average of 9 percent, give
at a significant risk to the state's refunds to make up for an over
coffers and anyone who owns a charge, and make it easier for
home, car Or business.
some car insurance customers to
If Citizens were unable to save money.
pay its claims, the state would
In November, state regula
•make up the difference with an tors rejected a homeowners' fate
assessment on various types of increase sought by four Allstate
insurance policies or use tax companies _ one of the large
dollars to bail it out.
national companies reducing
“Remember, politicians use their stake in Florida _ and then
the word 'assessment' in an subpoenaed company executives
attempt to cover up the more for a January hearing to explain
easily recognized word 'taxes,'" why they want to boost
said Sam Miller, vice president of premiums in the wake of record
the Florida Insurance Council, a profits.
group that represents much of the
“We won't stop," Crist said.
industry. “We have been under “We have to keep going."
siege ffofn high level govern
Hurricanes be damned.
ment officials for months since

Unprecedented Drought
Expected To Plague South
Florida Into 2008
BY BRIAN SKOLOFF

water
restrictions,
limiting
outside watering to once a week
WEST PALM BEACH (AP) from Orlando south to the Keys.
_ Surrounded by water and his
It is the first time the agency
torically nothing more than a imposed the severe restrictions
vast, soggy swamp, Florida uniformly throughout its 16seems an unlikely place for county territory. The new restric
tions take effect Jan. 15.
drought.
“We're going into a predicted
But the state has always been
a land of weather extremes, below average rainfall season
thriving through rainfall feast and lower than we've ever had in
recorded history," Wehle said.
famine.
These days, however, South
Lake Okeechobee, a backup
Florida is dissected into grids of drinking water source for 5
development with major popula million people and the heart of
tion centers pressed tightly up the Everglades, remains at a
against the Everglades. Water has record low. Agriculture in the
been diked, dammed and region has already been forced to
diverted to make way for man, cut 45 percent of its water use.
, The
industry,
including
leaving nature in a state of
sugar,
peanuts
and
horticulture,
distress.
Heading into 2008, South could see up to $1 billion in
Florida continues to see unprece losses.
Earlier in the. year, South
dented drought conditions like
much of the Southeast. And the Florida was placed under the
worst is yet to come as the state most severe water restrictions
settles into a seven-month dry with many communities forced
season after two years of below to cut back outside watering to
once a week. Those rules were
average rainfall.
The drought was chosen as eased when summer rains began,
the No. 2 news story of the year but the region didn't see nearly
for 2007 in a poll of Florida enough precipitation to carry it
newspaper and broadcast editors. through the dry season.
Year-round restrictions are
“2008 is going to be one of
the biggest challenges the South also being considered as experts
Florida Water Management warn drought could become
District has ever faced," said commonplace, at least for the
Carol Wehle, executive director near future.
The water district manages
of the agency charged with
2,000
miles of canals, the world's
managing water in the region.
The
district
recently largest single flood control
approved the region's tightest operation. Constant manipulation

of water is needed to ensure com
munities aren't inundated during
downpours, farmers and residents
have water during drought and
the Everglades stays wet.
But there is little land to store
water for dry times. Millions of
gallons a year must be flushed
out to sea, wasting what is
arguably the state's most valuable
resource.
Water managers are working
to build reservoirs to store water
but the projects are slow-going as
federal funds lag and land prices
soar.
Meanwhile,
Everglades
restoration is also at stake.
The state has cut off the
fragile ecosystem for with
drawals of any new or additional
water supplies, tneaning utilities
will have to find new sources of
water to supply demand for
growth. It was the first time in
history that Everglades water was
deemed off-limits.
“It's critical that we change
our culture from that of a
wasteful society to one that truly
does conserve," said Jonathan
Ullman, the Sierra Club's South
Florida spokesman.
Experts estimate that half of
all drinking water produced in
South Florida is used outdoors to
irrigate lawns and gardens.
“Floridians have to under
stand that big irrigated lawns or
gigantic irrigated medians can't
be our future," Ullman said. “We
have to change our ways."
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club in November. Within a few
months, talk show host Don
continuedfrom front page
Imus’ on-air “nappy-headed hos”
Summit on
January
5-9,
insult to the Rutgers University
demanding the end to record women’s
basketball
team
home foreclosures, which have dominated the airwaves and the
disparately affected African
streets. Meanwhile a string' of
Americans.
high profile and racially volatile
“Around the country, we’re
incidents dominated the news all
seeing right out, straight out racial year.
steering. The instances of sub
Among them were: Sean
prime loans are 40 percent Bell, shot and killed in a round of
Latinos and 60 percent black,”
50 bullets fired by New York City
Jackson says. “The issue of Police officers Nov. 25,2006, just
restructuring and not reposses hours before his wedding; Martin
sion, it clearly affects us in every Lee Anderson, 14, of Panama
city and every state.”
City, Fla., a sickle cell anemia
The year 2008 being the 40th patient who died Jan. 5 in a
anniversary of the assassination juvenile boot-camp, complaining
of Dr. King by James Earl Ray in that he could not breath as he was
Memphis, TN is expected to illu roughed up by camp guards, who
minate the necessity for African were later found not-guilty in his
Americans to take inventory of death; Genarlow Wilson, released
their gains as a race in order to
from prison Oct. 26 by the
determine their next steps.
Georgia Supreme Court after
“This has been the year of the
serving two years of a lO-year
rejuvenation of civil rights
sentence in an Atlanta prison for
activism,” says the Rev. Al having oral sex with another
Sharpton, whose National Action teenager; Megan Williams, 20,
Network led protests that caused the West Virginia woman who for
the firing of radio talk host Don a week in early September was
Imus last April, drew tens of tortured and made to eat dog and
thousands of protestors to Jena,
rat feces by six Whites who
La., Sept. 20 and thousands more repeatedly called her a n*****;
to D. C. for a march around the U,
Kyle Coppin, 18, an unarmed
S. Department of Justice Nov. 16.
teen carrying a hairbrush who
“We saw more people was shot 10 times Nov. 12 and
marching - whether it was for then handcuffed by New York
Sean Bell in New York or Jena or City Police officers; and Mychal
Washington, D.C. - than we’ve Bell, the only member of the
seen in many years,” Sharpton famous Jena Six of Jena, LA.,
says in an interview. “But, we’ve who remains incarcerated after a
got to turn that mobilization into
school yard brawl connected to
organization and then legislation. nooses that were hung in a soAnd that’s the priority for 2008.” called “White Tree.”
Sharpton says NAN will hold a
Fueling the already tense
Special conference this year atmosphere, on June 28 last year,
during the anniversary of Dr.
the U. S. Supreme Court’s ruling
King’s assassination.
against race-conscious public
“This is the first year that School assignments in Louisville,
we’re moving the National KY, and Seattle, WA, setting a
Action Network convention out precedent that activists say
of New York in April and we’re assaulted the spirit of Brown v.
going to do it in Memphis from Board of Education and sent a
April 1-4 and end on the actual chilling affect over other such
anniversary of Dr. King’s
school desegregation plans across
Assassination with a huge march the nation. Within black commu
in Memphis to remember what nities, joblessness, homicide and
happened 40 years, ago,”
incarceration continued at astro
Sharpton says. “It will sort of nomical rates and most inner
assess where we have not come in cities remain
economically,
the last 40 years.”
socially and educationally trau
Where we have “not come” matized by white and middle
was made clear over the past year class black flight during the
as the Southern Poverty Law
l970s.
Center reported a 40 percent rise
“We’re exporting jobs and
in race hate groups since 2000
capital, importing , guns and
and one racial incident after drugs; therefore there’s an
another sparked protests around increase in violence,” says
the nation.
Jackson. “Taxes are up and
In January 2007, the story services are down. We have first
was still blaring about comedian class jails and second class
Michael Richard’s calling a black schools. That’s the present urban
man the N-word from the stage in policy. Infrastructure is collaps
a crowded Los Angeles comedy ing. We’re investing billions in

DARFUR
continuedfrom front page
divesting
from
companies
involved in Sudan. It would also
allow mutual fund and private
pension fund, managers to cut ties
with companies involved in the
nation and provide them a safe
harbor from lawsuits.
The
Coalition
for
International Justice estimates
that since February 2003,450,000
people have been killed by the
Sudanese government and 2.5
million displaced from their
homes. The cause has attracted
the attention of a diverse group of
people such as activist-radio talk
show host Joe Madison, film
director George Clooney, and the
Rev. Richard Land of the conser
vative
Southern
Baptist
Convention.
The House voted to pass the
bill unanimously last week The
Senate passed the bill unanimous
ly a week earlier.
White House press spokes
woman said that no final decision

has been made on the bill. “We
have to look at it and see the bill
and what is in it before the
president makes a decision,” the
spokeswoman said.
“While we think in general
the position has been that while we
very much appreciate the
sentiment and the desire to make
sure that people are able to do
things to respond to the ongoing
situation and violence in Darfur,”
Tom Casey, deputy spokesman for
the U.S. State Department said last
week. “There have been a number
of legal issues related to this that
have raised some concerns.”
Despite the administration
objections, members of Congress
have made it clear that a message
needs to be sent to the govern
ment of Sudan.
“No one should have to
worry that they are supporting
genocide, whether it’s through
their tax dollars or their pension
fund,“ said Rep. Barbara Lee (DCalif.), a chief sponsor of the bill.
“This bill is designed to wash the
blood off of our federal contracts,

Iraq, billions in Pakistan and
pennies at home.”
Heads of major black
economic and civil rights organi
zations are poised to continue the
struggle. “Our desire is that the
enforcement of civil rights laws
be given priority by the new
Attorney General Michael B.
Mukasey,” says National Urban
League President and CEO Marc
Morial, “and that these issues be
part of the discourse during the
presidential campaign season,
which coincides with the 40th
anniversary of the death of Dr.
King and Bobby Kennedy whose
legacies were the protection of
civil rights in this nation.”
NAACP Chairman Julian
Bond, reflecting on 2007, says the
work of the nation’s oldest civil
rights organization remains over
whelming.
“For almost 100 years, we’ve
fought against racial discrimina
tion. And while the climate has
changed, we still see much of the
same,” Bond
says.
“The
mortgage crisis has ensnared too
many people of color. We’re
gearing up for a massive, voter
registration drive in 2008 and will
insure that everyone who can
votes and that every vote east is
honestly counted.”
Bond
adds,
“Policecommunity relationships continue
to occupy our Branches across the
country as we receive reports of
brutality . and
mis-treatment
almost daily. The list is long, but
protecting against discrimination
and remedying discriminatory
acts remains a main priority.”
The battles that continued
and those that started last year
will carry over, says Sharpton.
“Top priorities are to follow up
from where we have left off We
rftust continue to have strong hate
crime legislation and we must
make it a central issue in the 2008
election. We did get it in the last
debate, but we need it to be a res
onating issue,” he says.
“The presidential politics
tend to avoid the tough issues
because they are controversial.
For example, the issue of
stopping the flow of guns, they
avoid that trying not to offend the
National Rifle Association,”
Jackson says.
“Change usually comes
bottom up and not top down,”
Jackson says. “The people must
demand urban policy that’s com
prehensive. The people must
demand an end to mass foreclo
sures. The people must demand a
commitment to quality public
education, high quality for all
children. And that becomes our
challenge.”

protect the rights of states to
divest their own public pension
funds from companies doing
business in Sudan and increase
the financial pressure on
Khartoum to end the genocide in
Darfur.”
Sen. Christopher Dodd (DConn.), a Senate sponsor of the
bill put it more bluntly.
“I don’t believe that President
Bush can afford to veto this bill,“
he said. “A veto would be an
endorsement of genocide.”
“We strongly urged Bush to
sign this legislation into law
before January 1, 2008,” Dennis
Hayes, NAACP interim president
and chief executive officer said.
“We additionally strongly urge
there be no signing statements
that might otherwise confuse
Congress’ intent or weaken the
effect of this crucial legislation.”
The District of Columbia,
Maryland and 19 other states have
enacted legislation would divest
their public pension funds from
companies doing business in
Sudan.
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obituaries
“It’s all taken care of’

Victoria Yvette Brady

Bobby Livingston

Janies Brunson

Joan Marius

Victoria Yvette Brady was
- bom to Maxine Swain and Walter
' Brady on August 14, 1974 in St.
' Petersburg. She departed this life
t on December 3,2007.
She leaves to cherish her
memories:
mother,
Maxine
Swain; father, Walter Brady;
"adopted daughter, Kierra Gray;
four sisters, Latonia Dennard,
Angela Canfall, Wendi Flannagan
and Joy Brady; two brothers,
Gregory Young and Walter Allen
; Brady, both of St. Petersburg;
four uncles, seven aunts, god
sister, three stepsisters, Three
' stepbrothers; and a host of nieces,
nephews, other relatives and
friends.

Bobby Livingston was bom
on March 19, 1939 in Lakeland,
GA. He departed this life on
December 11, 2007.
He leaves to cherish his
memories:
sister,
Frances
Deloach of St.Petersburg; god
sister, Cornelius Williams of St.
Petersburg;
three
brothers,
Andrew Hunter of St. Petersburg,
Benjamin Hunter of Valdosta, GA
and Sinclair Livingston of
Miami, FL; brother-in-law, Eddie
J. Wallace of Lakeland, GA; and
a host of nieces, nephews,
cousins, other relatives and
friends.

James Brunson was bom to
late Inell Brunson and Woodrow
Blackmon on April 24, 1966 in
Tuskegee, AL. He departed this
life on December 11, 2007.
He leaves to cherish his
memories: his wife, Chanetta;
five
children,
Frederick,
Christopher
(Alabama),
Chanelle, James Jr. and Bethany;
grandson, Javieane Stevens;,
mother and father-in-laws, John
and Ann Campbell; brothers and
sisters, Howard (Betty), Henry
(Christine),
Sam
(Bessie),
McKinley, Echol (Fluchie) of
Tuskegee, AL, Jerome (Carolyn)
of Naples, FL, Jerry (Nechelle) of
Kansas, Anhie Mae Reed
(Quinta) New Jersey, Annie Ree
Pepper and Dorothy Melvin (Jim)
of Cape Coral, FL; and a host of
uncles, aunts, nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends.

Joan Marius was bom to the
late Hugh Marius and Alice Du
Richmond on August 2, 1916 in
Castries, St. Lucia, (British West
Indies). She departed this life on
December 8,2007.
She leaves to cherish her
memories: two daughters, Juana
Elmira Brossard of St. Petersburg
and Pearl Brossard-Bryant of
Boquete, Panama; one son, Felipe
Earl Brossard of Sanford, FL; six
grandchildren, five great-grand
children; sister, Pearl Marius
Reed of Georgia; and a host of
nieces, nephews, other relatives
and close friends.

CREAL FUNERAL HOME

MCRAE FUNERAL HOME

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae-Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

MCRAE FUNERAL HOME

K> SMITH G8
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

CREAL FUNERAL HOME

Our Professional Caring Staff...
Affordable Services with Dignity...
Anchored in Integrity...
has established us, as a leader In the funeral Industry.
Consider us first tor all of your funeral Arrangements.
Standard and Premier Funeral Packages

I

personalized to your family needs.

CALVARY
CATHOLIC

“Upholding a tradition ofservicefrom ourfamily to yours”

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

CEMETERY

727-894-2266 / Fax 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South ♦ St. Petersburg, FL 33705
wwwj8naftflitnc.com ’
>
Florida

hSst$ctea

Burial Spaces

$990
Kelvin Johnson
Kelvin Johnson was bom to
Betty J. Cotton and the late Albert
Johnson on June 20, 1969 in
Bradenton, FL. He departed this
life on Thursday, December 15,
2007.
He leaves to cherish his
memories: his parents, Donell
and Betty J. Cotton-Myrick of
Campbellton, FL; stepmother,
Helen Johnson; four sisters,
Kendra Walker of Orlando, FL,
Jekita Myrick and Janine
McDonald, both of St. Petersburg
and April Johnson-Wright of
Tulsa, OK; six brothers, Kerry
Cotton (Nakia) of Tallahassee,
FL, Mario Myrick, Toriano
Parker and Rodney Myrick, all Of
St. Petersburg, Gulliver Johnson
and Michael Johnson, both of
Bradenton, FL; a host of loving
aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews,
cousins, other relatives and
friends.
SMITH FUNERAL HOME

ks?

IS^SI A&oda&oaof
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0
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Wnitt

Creal Funeral
Home

Pre-need

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

Interest-free
financing
available

W

Sewituy tde camette&tc&y- diHCC

7 950

State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

A Celebration of Life

11801-U.S. 19 N.
Clearwater, FL

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service

727-572-4355

Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

In Memory of
William E. Packer, Sr.
William E. Packer, Sr., 60 of St. Petersburg, FL died January 1,
-2008. Bom in Panama City, FL, he attended Florida A&M
University and received his BA and MS degrees in Electrical
Engineering from the University of South Florida where he was a
Professor of Engineering. After a career with General Electric in
St. Petersburg - Sandia National Laboratories and Martin Marietta
in Albuquerque, New Mexico he retired in 2002. He was a member
of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. and Bethel AME Church
serving with the Trustee Board, Lay Organization and Church
School. He was also Chairman of the St. Petersburg Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Committee.
He leaves to cherish his memory, his wife of 35 years Jessie
Birice; Son, William, Jr. (Tanina); Daughter, Tameche Brown
(Paul); and 3 grandchildren; Five siblings, Thomas Packer
(Nobedine), Jack Packer (Terri), Theorphilus Rose and Deborah
Thomas; Mother-in-law, Isabelle Baker and a host of friends and
loved ones.
A celebration of Bill’s life will be held on Saturday, January
5,2008, 1:00.p.m. at Bethel AME Church 912 3rd Avenue N., St.
Petersburg.
The family will receive friends on Friday, January 4, 6:307:30pm at Bethel AME Church. The Alpha Phi Alpha Omega
Service will be held at 7:15 p. m. on January 4th at Bethel. In lieu
of flowers, memorial contributions may be made in honor of
William E. Packer, Sr. to Bethel AME Church or the Alpha Phi
Alpha Educational Foundation of St. Petersburg.

“A Piece of Mlqd, at tlje Tiiqe of Need”

Complete Funeral
& Burial Included
$6995.00

Dwayne E. Matt, L.F.D
and Immaculate and
family

Includes: Removal, Embalming, Family Car, Hearse, Casket, Vault,
Chapel Facilities, Burial Space with Opening & Closing,
Casket Spray, Professional Staff and On-Line Guest Book

“Service Is tl)c Soul’s Highest Calling’*
Call: Dwayne E. Matt, L.F.D.
(727) 328-0466

Prince and Edna Matt
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pastor’s corner
PASTOR CLARENCE WELCH

or for a sacred purpose; to give
wholly and earnestly. In the Old
Testament dedication services were
a part of the religious celebration.
Examples are: the dedication of the
alter, the dedication of the temple
and the Feast of Dedication (St. John
10:24).
To increase our relationship with
Jesus, we must totally set our lives
apart from sin and let Jesus control
every aspect of our lives. - Not only
should we be dedicated to God but
we should also be committed to His
way and His works.
Psalm 37:3-5 says “Trust in the
Lord, and do good; so shalt thou
dwell in the land, and verily thou
shalt be fed. Delight thyself also in
the Lord; and He shall give thee the
desires of thine heart. Commit thy
way unto the Lord; trust also in Him;
and shall bring it to pass.” Proverb
16:3 says “Commit thy works unto

As we enter into the year 2008, it
is a good thing to reflect on the grace
and mercy of God who extended His
grace and mercy to your survival.
As my relationship increased with
God, my spirit awareness tells me
that I need to increase my commit
ment and dedication to our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. As a pastor, I
have observed that few are less
committed and dedicated as the
years passes.
As a pastor and an ambassador
for Christ, I would like for all who
read this article to know that God
wants you to increase your relation
ship with Him and you can do this
by improving your commitment and
dedication to Him as your Lord and
Savior.
Dedication is a word that is
derived from dedicates which means
to set apart and consecrate to a deity

the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be
established.”
If you desire to be naturally and
spiritually blessed in 2008, commit
yourself unto the Lord - dedicate
and commit your ways and works
unto the Lord, Delight yourself in
the Lord and expect all thy
happiness from Him and again seek
it in Him. Trust God with all your
heart and He will give you your
desires.
In 2007, you may have stopped
attending Bible Study, Prayer
Service, Sunday School, sharing
your faith in your homes and on your
job, then tell yourself I am not going
to make a resolution. I am going to
dedicate myself and commit myself
to the work of the Lord. I am going
to reestablish a closer relationship
with God so that there will an
increase of stability, comfort, and
spiritual awareness in my'life. I will

make a commitment to be a Holy
Vessel for the Master’s use. No
matter what comes to hinder my
relationship with God, I will
continue to commit my works unto
the Lord.
To commit one must give in
charge or trust. To improve one’s'
life and relationship with God and
man, it is essential to increase our
dedication and commitment in 2008.
Our community will be better, our
homes will be functional, our church
will be filled, and backsliders will
come back to the family of God. If
we, as the children of, delight
ourselves in Him and commit our
ways and work to put Him first, this
will be a community of agape love
and fellowship. Tell yourself, now I
can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me. I will dedicate and
commit myself to the righteousness
of God in 2008.

Pastor and Sister Clarence Welch

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

(727)894-4311
Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

912 3rd Avenue North- St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727)822-2089
Bethel1894@knology.net

Worship Services........................... ....7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m

Breakfast MinistrY.
.......Sunday 8:00 a .m.
Church School ...............................9:00 ajm.
Morning Worship. ..................... ...... .. 10:30 a.m.
Bible StudY..........TuesdaY 7:00 p.m.
Youth Church ............... Mon & Wed 5:30 p.m.

Sunday School ................ ....................................9:00 a.m
Prayer Service (Wed)............ ......... ................ .........6:00 p.m
Bible Study (Wed).................... ............................ .....6:30 p.m

Mission Statement:

Reverend & Mrs.
Jimmie B. Keel

Impact the world by equipping believers
Rev. Louis M. Murphy. Sr.
Senior Pastor

“There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church”

to reach the lost with the gospel ofJesus Christ.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Walking In The Promises Vision

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727)327-1373

zNMndanrfyprvest
Wo r s h i p C e n t e r

Early Morning Worship........................................................7:30 a.m.

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714

Sunday School.........................................'............. ..................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship................................. ..............................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ..................7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting .................................................11:00 a.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin, Sr. - Pastor

Pastor Mdceo and
Tamika McGriff

(727) 686-9356
www.abundant-harvest.org

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.
Log on:

www.travelwiththechurch.com
(to book your travel engagements)

‘Wading Qn CTftu Promised Vision”

'‘Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church’

fJolm friipitive Baptist Cl|«reli

Seek.

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 100^ Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755

Looking for a place to gain deeper understanding
of your spiritual nature? A place where
your religious background doesn't matter?
A non-denominational church that believes
God should be user-friendly?

Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 134O.com

ffew 'TICt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
u& ’Peculiar People Persuaded io Perform “Sis Purpose”
3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 . Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 AM • Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & BibleStudy - 7:00PM

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727)321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning............ ..................
8:00 a.m.
Church School................
9:45 a.m.
Mid-Morning.........................................................11:00 a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study.........7:00 p.m.
Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church
email: mchurchl@tampabayjr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org
Early Morning Worship................ ............... .......7:30 a.m.
Sunday School.......... :............... . ................ ...... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship........................... .................. ..11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study................... .......................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.. ..11:00 aan.-12 noon
Prayer Service.................................. ......... .............6:00 pan.
Mid-Week Service.......................... ....................... 7:00 pan.
All Male Bible Study, Thursday ... ...................... 6:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.

*Nursery and Youth Services Available

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South

Unity
who welcome anyone
:
not dogmas. A church'wR^g^^^^^^^^^ie

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Schedule of Services

Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.

,U

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Rev. Clarence Williams,
Pastor
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 ajn.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart iij. the heart of the city"

Terrtffl^^TTuth Church)

ft j^^nb^ss^fih Davis, Minister
&Veronica Davis

Dominion Worship Center Ministries
“Learn To Take DOMINION Over Your Life”

“Join dis”

4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574

St. Petersburg, FL
Phone; 323-7518

Early Sunday Service...................... 8:00 am
Sunday School Enrichment............9:10 am

Sunday School
doming Worship

Sunday Service......................................10:00 am

9:30 a.m.

Monday-Corporate Erayer...... 6:00 8d 7:30

11:00 a.m.

Wednesday-Coryorate Erayer......... 6:00am
Wednesday (Bible Study
and Eamdy Training ifr.

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Rev. Wayne G.
Thompson, Pastor

..... 7:30ym

Sunday- Corporate Erayer............. 6:00 am

Bishop Albert E. Weaver
& Lady Tonya Weaver

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727)321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Schedule of Services

Sunday Worship Service....... ..10:00 a.m.

Church School.............................................................9:30a.m.
Morning Worship ..................
10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union............................................ 5:00p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Sunday School.......................... ....9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday).. ....7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday)..... ....7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Rev. Rickey L. Houston
Pastor

10th Street Church Of God

Friendship

YOUR CHURCH

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South

cart advertise here

(727) 898-9407

St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300

Sunday School....................................... .9:30 a.m.

www.rmDcmesmp.org

Dr. John A. Evans,

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer........ .6:30 p.m.

Sunday.......... ,....7:45 A.M. and 11 A.M. Worship
"Serving and Saving
Sunday School.......... ........................................ 9:30 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

"inspiring and
Instructing"

Bread of Life) 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday

Wednesday Night Bible Study......7:30 p.m.

"Helping and
Healing"

..,,...7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

- "Praying and
Praising"

Rev. Ronald L; Bell
Pastor

Froycr Tvwcr Church

20th Street

or

Qvd'ih Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor

Church Of Christ

Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor

820 20th Street South

Saint Petersburg, FL 33711

St. Petersburg, FL

(727) 321-0670

1137 37th Street South

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Bishop Raymond T. Baker, Pastor

Home: 896-8006

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday

Sunday School—10:30 aan.
A, M. Service -11:30 aan.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) - 5:30 pan.
PJVI. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) - 6:30 pan.
P. M, Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 pan.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer - 9:30 to 10:30 aan.

Wednesday

Prayer Service - 7:30 pan.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) - 7:30 pan.

Sunday Morning Bible Class................................. .9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ............................................. .10:30 a.m.

Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.

Ladies Bible Class Monday...................... ........... .......... 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Evening Worship..................................5:00 p.m.

Communion is observed every first Sunday

Monday Evening Bible Class............................. ............ 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class.1,.......... .......................7:00 p.m.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

Queen Street

Church School:.................................... 9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

Church Of God In C^hrist

Devotion:....... ......................................10:00 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.

(

Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Nfomigg Worship Service; ....................,.10:30 a.m.
1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Bible Study each Tuesday: ............... ............ .........................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling:

(727) 896-4356

$27} &7-O0ft

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 A- 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Telephone: 727-327-0015 - Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service
2\e£n

CnmmnnttiT QZIrurclt

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 896-5228
www.spreadinghopeonline.org

Wisdom School 9:50 A.M.

Sunday Services:

Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.

Church School...................

Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 P.M. (Wed.)

9:00 a.m.

Praise & Worship Service .:. 10:30 a.m.
The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin..................

...Associate Pastor

The Reverend Dr. Vikki T. Gaskin-Butler,.

...Associate Pastor

Finance Ministry.............................................

...James Robinson

Children & Youth Ministry.............................

....Joyce Robinson

Clerk Ministry...................................................

..Wyvonnia McGee

“A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People”

Wednesday Services:
Rev. Carlos Senior,
Pastor

Midweek P.U.S.H.
(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study).. 7:00 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH AD
HERE

‘One Body, One Spirit, One Hope ’

The Old Landmark Cathedral
Of God In Christ

CHURCH

Superintendent Mitchell L. Bryant, Pastor
4201 - 6th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727/898-8616 • Fax: 727/502-9843

jL

“Grace and Peace Be Unto You from the Old
Landmark Church Family”
Schedule of Services
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 11 a.m.

Supt. Mitchell L. Bryant
and Lady Danita B. Bryant

Wednesday Night Bible Study - 7:30 p.m
>

Noon Day Prayer - Daily at 12 noon

AVENUE f
“A Church of Ordinary People Serving an Extraordinary God!”

Sunday
?'■ A j
Corporate Prayer 1030 am
Worship Service 11 Warn

Emmanuel Christian Fellowship
3501 37th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327-5144
Sunday School........................ .......9:30 A.M.
Worship Services...... 11:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday....................... 6:30 P.M. (Prayer)
7:00 P.M? (Bible Study)
Friday....... ...................6:30 P.M. Youth Night

K Thursday

'- A

Corporate Prayer 630 pm
BibleStudy
7:00 pm

Bishop
Franklin Evans Sr.
Pastor

"We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight"

Saturday
h Corporate Prayer 9:00 am
Children's Church Available
!pASTOR’GREGPOWEs i l B
Pastor & Founder of Revealing Truth Ministries

4

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

www.revealin
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CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St Mark Missionary Baptist Church under the
leadership of its dynamic, spirited man of God, the

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church under the leadership of
our soldier of the cross, and drum major for justice, Dr. Rickey
L. Houston, extends an inVitation to the community to join us as
We communicate God’s Word at 10:00 a.m. worship sendee on
Sunday, Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. and Bible Study and Teen
Summit on Wednesday eVening, at 7:00 p.m. We also encourage

Reverend Brian Kenneth Brown, its official staff of

• Prayer Meeting and Bible Study every Thurs.

deacons and trustees, and the entire congregation of St.

evening at 7:00 p.m.

Mark, extend to the community at large its wishes that there

• St Mark After School Tutoring Ministry: Neighbors

would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central theme a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a world hungering for and

5

Prayer Breakfast

4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

are Christians willing to work and partner in unity, praising

and offers certified teachers, Counselors and FCAT

God for His awesome gift. His son Jesus Christ.

Specialists each Tues. and Wed. evening from 6:307:30 p.m. Tues. are for high school seniors only

Calendar for the month of January 2008

needing assistance with applying for colleges, financial

• Jan. 11 Business Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

aid and scholarships, and writing essays for college

St. Mark Offers...

admissions and scholarships. Wed. nights are for ages 4

• Sunday School is held for both children and adults of

years to 18 years. Certified teachers are available to

i 9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out and join us.

assist with reading comprehension and application;

• Baptist Training Union is each Sun. at 5:00 p.m.

reading readiness for children 4 to 6 years; Literary
analysis/reading comprehension for Middle and High

and study the Bible with us and learn “What Baptists

School as well as.FCAT, ACT and SAT preparation for

Believe.”

those who still need to pass or make a good Score on

• Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held

these tests.

every Mon. at 6:00 p.m. Children in the community are

8:30 a.m

school age children every Tues., Wed., and Thurs. from

thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark, we

Members and the general public are invited to come out

January 2008 Upcoming Events

Involved in Kids Education (N.I.K.E.). Open to all

• Destination Graduation Phase II is now in progress

all ages. Sunday School starts each Sun. morning at

the community to make use of our Prayer Line (321-9645).

• Senior Hour of Power Bible Study is held every
Thurs. at 9:30 a.m.

welcomed to join us.

• St. Mark Technology Lab: The St. Mark Computer
Lab will be open and available for use on Tues. and

• Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every Tues.

Wed. evenings from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

at 7:00 p.m.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church

Mt. Zion A.M.E.

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE” Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor

“Open my eyes, that I may see wondrous things from your law.” Psalm 119:8

Pastor Carlos Senior and the NeW
Hope family invite you to Worship With
us on Sunday morning. Our morning
begins at 7:45 a.m. With early morning
service. Holy Communion Will be held
during this service. Sunday school
begins

at

9:00

a.m.

with

classes

MIDWEEK

P.U.S.H.

(Prayer,

Understanding and Spiritual Healing)
• Bible Study (Adult and Youth)
and prayer Will be held on
Wednesday evening.
Prayer begins at 6:00 p.m. Bible

available for all ages. Bring the entire

class begins at 7:00 p.m. Come

family to learn more about our Lord and

let’s study the Word together!

Savior Jesus Christ.
Worship continues at 10:30 a.m.
With the NeW Hope Mass Choir leading
the congregation in praise. The Music
team consists of Michael McKenny,
Vemard McKenny, Marcus Childs, and

• Prayer band is held on Thursday
mornings at 11:00 a.m.
“Effectual, fervent prayers of the
righteous availeth much.” Come
let’s praise God together.

Corey Givens. The Bread of Life Will
be served by our Esteemed Pastor,
Reverend Carlos L. Senior.

“To give meaning to Christmas,
give Christ first place.

New Philadelphia Community Church

The Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church family under the
leadership of Pastor Clarence A. Williams, welcome
your presence for worship this First Sunday, of the
First Month of this New Year. As we enter a New
Year, we enter in with praise, and are thankful for
another chance to do God’s will, Gods way. At Mt.
Zion we will keep the faith in 2008. Since the number
eight represents a new beginning, we are grateful to
God, for His many blessings. We are excited about
“Our Vision” and look ahead with anticipation of
great things in Christ! As we unite together to make
this a banner year, we know the best is yet to come.
We encourage your presence and participation. Our
doors are always open and we would love to have you
come and join us.
Our early morning worship begins at 7:30 a.m.,
followed by Church School at 9:30 a.m. Come grow
and glow as we share The Word of God one with
another. At 11:00 a.m., our Contemporary Worship
Service. The Inspirational Choir will bless your soul
in song through out the day. Join us for a hallelujah
good time in the Lord. Holy Communion will be

administered at both services. Come expecting a
blessing as Pastor Williams preaches the Good News
of Christ.
Weekly ministries:
In need of a mid-week lift? Then stop by Zion for
a day of ministry. Wednesday - Vintage Bible Study,
11:00 a.m., come enjoy the Word and lunch; Bible
Study, 6:00 p.m., collectively we learn more of God.
Hour of Power, 7:00 p.m., come as you are for a
powerful hour of Song, prayer, praise and preaching.
Upcoming Events:
January 20th Lay Organization Membership
Drive and Tea, in-the fellowship hall after 7:30 and
11:00 a.m. services. If you are a member of the
church and not a minister, you are considered a
Layperson, which includes ALL of us.
Mount Zion is on the move; get on board as we
Mount up at Mount Zion!
Thought for the week: “A word of encourage
ment can make the difference between
giving up or going on.”
Be blessed and have a Jesus filled week.

Prayer Tower
Church of God in Christ

“The Christian Observance of Epiphany”
The church family of NeW Philadelphia Will continue its commencement of
ecclesiastical year With the observance of Epiphany Sunday.

This celebration

Which culminates the twelve days folio Wing Christmas Will be emphasized a( mid-

Reclaiming and Anointing
“Renew Your Dedication and Commitment”

morning Worship during Holy Communion. The historical-hermeneutical connec
tion of this event to Advent season Will be shared.
Its

There will be a “Reclaiming and Anointing Service” on January 12th

The

at Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ. There will be prayer from 10

In most Christian churches, Epiphany festival is observed on January 6.
sole purpose is commemorating revealing of Jesus as the Christ to Gentiles.

Christmas tradition associated With persons of the Magi at Bethlehem forms histor
ical background for this Holy occasion.

The Word Epiphany is of Greek deriva

tion, “epi” meaning “upon” and “phain-ein” which means to “show.” A believer’s

to 11 a.m. and then the service will start at 11:00 a.m.
At the service, we will ask God to give us back all that we have lost

goal for New Year is to show Christ to others, through Holy Spirit upon us which

since we have accepted Him.

enlightens and empowers our daily walk!

humility, dedication and commitment.

Bible Study resumes on Tuesday, January 8th members and friends are urged to

Example:

reclaim our joy, patience,
At this anointing service,

anointing oil will be given to each person who will attend the service.

attend. Study resources are provided. A light repast is provided at the conclusion
of each session. Church family is urged to make Bible Study and Wisdom School
attendance a spiritual priority this year!

good NEWS!
Your Church News
Can Be Placed Here!
Contact The Weekly Challenger to learn
how your churches special events and weekly
schedules can be placed in this space.

Don’t miss this opportunity!!

Bring your prayer request and they will be anointed and prayed over for
10 weeks. Come and be blessed in the year of 2008.

Life Changing Ministries
Of The World
900 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701
727-278-6868 • lcmow04@yahoo.com
On behalf of Apostle Michael and Evelyn Long,
we would like to invite you to fellowship with us.

Schedule of Services
Sunday
Christian Education............... ..
10:30 a.m.
Worship Service................................. 11:30 a.m.
Young People’s Union........................ 6:00 p.m.
Evening Service............... ..................... 7:30 p.m.Tuesday
Bible Study..................................
7:30p.m.
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International Year
T

JLhir
_hink potatoes are only America’s favorite vegetable?
Think again! The potato is such an important food globally
that the United Nations has declared 2008 the “International
Year of the Potato.” Citing the potato’s strong nutrition
profile, versatility and ability to feed the masses, the year has
noble goals. Jacques Diouf, the Director-General of the
U.N.’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), stated that
the “potato is on the front line in the fight against world
hunger and poverty.”
According to the FAO, the world will need to increase
food production by about 60 percent to meet the needs of its
rapidly growing population. The potato is crucial to meeting
this challenge because it’s fast-growing and nutritious. One
medium (5.3 ounces) potato contains 110 calories, 45 percent
of the daily value of vitamin C, essential B vitamins and 2
grams of fiber. Potatoes contain no fat, cholesterol or sodium,
and skin-on potatoes are a good source of potassium,
Potatoes are grown in all 50 United States and have his
torical significance in the Peruvian mountains, the plains of
Northern Europe, China’s Yunnan plateau, Rwanda’s equato
rial highlands and the subtropical lowlands in India. Try
preparing a potato dish from another country to see how other
cultures include this vegetable in their cuisines.
For additional potato recipes, visit www.potatogoodness.com. Better yet, have seasonal recipes sent to you
throughout the year by signing up to receive postings from
the U.S. Potato Board’s blog, www.potatounderground.com.

Red Cooking Pork and Potatoes
“Red cooking” is a traditional Chinese braise, a stew that used to be made A
with unfiltered soy sauce, which can take on a reddish cast when long-stewed.:
2 cups reduced-sodium chicken broth
6 tablespoons dry sherry
1/4 cup reduced-sodium soy sauce
1/4 cup minced, peeled fresh ginger
1 tablespoon finely grated orange zest
1 tablespoon honey
2 1/4 • pounds boneless pork loin,
trimmed and cut into 1-inch cubes
2 pounds very small yellow-fleshed
potatoes, halved

9 scallions, cut into 2-inch strips
2 serrano chiles, seeded and minced
3 garlic cloves, slivered
3 star anise pods
3 4-inch cinnamon sticks
1 tablespoon sesame oil
1 1/2 pounds Swiss chard, mustard
greens or turnip greens, rinsed (but
not dried) and chopped
2 tablespoons rice vinegar

Stir broth, soy sauce, ginger, sherry, orange zest and honey in large pot until
honey dissolves. Add pork, potatoes, scallions, chiles, garlic, star anise and
cinnamon sticks. Stir well and bring to a simmer over medium-high heat.
Cover, reduce heat to low and simmer slowly until pork is meltingly tender,
stirring occasionally, about 2 hours. (Alternatively, stir all these ingredients in
slow cooker, cover and cook on low about 8 to 9 hours.)
Meanwhile, heat oil in large skillet over medium heat. Add greens and vine
gar. Cover, reduce heat and cook, stirring occasionally, until wilted and ten
der, about 12 to 15 minutes. Cover and keep warm on stove.
To serve, first discard star anise pods and cinnamon sticks. Divide greens
among serving bowls, then ladle stew over greens.
Makes 6 servings

UNEARTHED

Nutrition information per serving: 424 calories, 10 g fat, 110 mg cholesterol, 40 g carbohydrate,
5 g fiber, 44 g protein, 846 mg sodium, 1239 mg potassium, 82 mg vitamin C

IRISH POTATO BREAD

• Potatoes are an excellent

Nutrition information per slice: 183 calories, 5 g fat, 14 mg cholesterol, 298 mg sodium, 30 g carbohydrates, 1 g fiber, 5 g pr

source of vitamin C, which
acts as an antioxidant
stabilizing free radicals,
thus

helping

prevent

cellular damage.
• Potatoes with skins contain
18 percent of the DV of
potassium (while broccoli
and bananas each contain
13 percent), topping the list
of the 20 most frequently
consumed raw'fruits and
vegetables.
• Potatoes are 100% fat free.
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PLEASURE’

215.00

Boneless Skinless Chicken Breast
Pubiix Premium, All-Natural, 97% Fat-Free, Grade A
SAVE UP TO 2.40 LB

Chicago Hard Rolls,
8-Count..................
Handmade Each Day in the Store, Crispy Crust,
Fresh From the Pubiix Bakery, 12-oz pkg.
SAVE UP TO .40

J

Boar's Head®
Lower Sodium
Deluxe Ham..

8.29.

Sliced Fresh
in the Pubiix Deli
V
30 LB

Fresh Tilapia
Fillets,... ..
Farm-Raised
(Breaded ... lb 5.99)
SAVE UP TO 1.40 L£

Pubiix Deli proudly features

4.99,

12-Pack
Selected
Pepsi Products..,.
12-oz can
SAVE UP TO .97 ON 3

3111.00

18-Pack
Coors Light
Beer...........

12.49

12-oz can or bot.
(12-Pack Grolsch Lager or
Grolsch Light Lager, 12-oz bot.... 10.49)
SAVE UP T01.00

a full line of Boar's Head* products.

Pubiix

W H ERE

SHOPPING

ISA

PLEASURE,*

Prices effective Thursday, January 3 through Wednesday, January 9,2008.
Only in the Following Counties: Sumter, Collier, Lake, Hernando, Citrus, Polk and Osceola
Prices not effective at Pubiix Sabor. Quantity Rights Reserved.

publix.com/ads

